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COAL. 





WEEKLY OUTPUT. 

We give below a statement of the coal output at 
the mines of Great Britain for the four weeks ended 
23rd December. For the week ended at that date 
the output was 5,506,200 tons, as compared with 
5,741,600* tons in the previous week, and 4,965,400 
tons in the corresponding week last year :— 























Districts. 2nd Dec. | 9th Dec. | 16th Dec. | 23rd Dec. 
Tons. | ‘Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 292,300 | 275,800 302,500 268,700 
Durham 789.900 766,300 | 798,500) 763,000 
Yorkshire .--| 950,000 | 967,300 968.400 | 954,200 
Lancashire, Cheshire, | 
and North Wales...| 457,600 463,700 473,400 464,100 
Derby, Nottingham | 
and Leicester ..| 701,900 | 704,800 715,900 | 680,400 
Stafford, Shropshire, | 
Warwick, Worcester} 400,500 404,500 416,100 382,300 
South Walesand Mon- | | 
mouthshire... ...| 1,109,700 | 1,118,000 | 1,146,800 | 1,070,800 
Other English Districts; 108,100 | 112,300 119,200 113,000 
Scotland _ 763,300 | 779,300 780, 800 809,700 
Total ... _...| 5,573,300 | 5,592,000 | 5,741,600*, 5,506,200 


——_ 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 24th 
December, 1921, is given below :— 


1921. Tons. 1922. Tons, 
December 31st.......-- 3,049,000 2, 4,530,000 

1922. 4 eee 4,597,800 
January 7th ......... 8,674,000 July 15th ............ 4,626,700 
January 14th ......... 4,719,100 July 22nd ......-.-... 4,390,800 
January 21st ......... 4,560,500 July 29th .........+0 4,989,108 
January 28th ......... 4,738,700 August 5th............ 5,121,600 
February 4th ......... 4,803,100 August 12th ......... 3,623,200 
February 11th......... 4,912,500 August 19th ......... 5,158,400 
February 18th......... 5,000,800 August 26th ......... 5,148,000 
February 25th......... 5,046, 600 September 2nd ...... 5,203,600 
March 4th ..... oneal 5,038,900 September 9th ...... 5,160,806 
March l11th............ 4,995,900 September 16th ...... 4,994,70C 
BOTTOM BOER ....ccccccce 4,956,900 September 28rd ...... 5,143,900 
March 25th..........+. 4,929,300 September 30th ...... 5,177,200 
| ar 4,825,400 GeeeBer FER...000..000: 5,209,000 
April Bth..... ...00000 4,961,700 Oetober 14th ......... 5,254,900 
April 15th ............ 4,383,800 October 21st ......... 5,355,400 
April 22nd ............ 3,543, 900 October 28th ......... 5,388,300 
April 29th ..........-. 5,160,100 November 4th......... 5,423,400 
May 6th .........00¢... 4,766,600 November llth ...... 5,440,500 
2. 4,945, 200 November 18th ...... 5,376,000 
NEE cncseesssees 4,804,100 November 25th ...... 5,471,800 
3. (ae 4,629,600 December 2nd......... 5,573,300 
a 4,440,900 December 9th .. ...... 5,592,000 
SURO BOER .ncccocecess 2,681,800 December 16th ...... *5, 741,600 
June 1/th ............ 4,350,200 December 23rd ...... 5,506,200 
June 24th .........-+ 4,353,900 





* Revised figures. 





HUNGARIAN UNSECURED BONDS. 


British nationals who hold bonds of the former 
Hungarian Government unsecured debt in the 
territory of Hungary as at present constituted and 
whose bonds bear the mark ‘‘ B,’’ representing the 
fact that they have protested against the stamping 
of their bonds by the Hungarian Government and 
that their protest has been accepted by the Hun- 
garian Government, are required to send their 
bonds before 3lst January, 1923, to the Ad- 
ministrator of Hungarian Property, Cornwall 
House, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1. The 
bonds should be accompanied by a statement show- 
ing the numbers and denominations of the bonds in 
question, and the grounds on which they claimed 
exemption from stamping by the Hungarian 
Government, in order that the Administrator may 
deal with them under the provisions of Article 186 
of the Treaty of Trianon. 
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NEW CHINESE TARIFF: DATE OF 


ENFORCEMENT. 


The Board of Trade understand from a telegram 
which has been received from H.M. Representative 
at Peking that the formal approval of all the 
Governments concerned has now been given to the 
revised Chinese Customs Tariff, and that a Customs 
Notification, to be issued by the Chinese authorities 
on jrd January, will fix 17th January as the date of 
enforcement of the new Tariff. All goods shipped to 
China on and after that date will be subject to duty 
at the rates prescribed in the new Tariff. 

The revised Schedule of import duties was pub- 
lished in the issue of this ‘‘ Journal’? of 14th 
December last. | 


. 
ait, 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 








WITH H.M. VICE-CONSUL 
AT ALGIERS. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Algiers, Mr. W. H. 
lienne, who is now on a visit in the United King- 
dom, will be pleased to interview firms interested in 
trade with Algeria at the Department on the morn- 
ings of 8th and 9th January. 

British firms who desire to take advantage of this 
opportunity are requested to communicate with the 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, as 
soon as possible, and in any case not later than 5th 
January. In all cases the reference 9545/K.K. 
should be quoted. 


INTERVIEWS 





—_— 


[IMPORTS INTO 
WALES. 

According to a Customs statement, forwarded by 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney, the value of 
the imports of German origin into New South Wales 
during the month of September was £10,457, as 
compared with £11,770 in August. The principal 
imports included musical instruments (£1,663), 
chassis for motor cars (£1,076), toys (£836), per- 
fumed spirits (£698), chemicals (£626), and cutlery 


(£474). 


GERMAN NEW SOU'TTI 





NEW ZEALAND STAMP DUTIES ACT. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington has for- 
warded the text of a Bill cited as the Stamp Duties 
Act, 1922, and to come into operation on the first 
day of April, 1923, which can be consulted by 
United Kingdom firms interested on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 





NEW ZEALAND LAND AND INCOME TAX 
BILL. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington has for- 
warded the textof a Bill entitled the Land and 
Income Tax Amendment Bill, 1922, which was 
passed in the House of Representatives on Ifith 
October and transmitted to the Legislative Council 
for its concurrence. 

The text of the Bill referred to can be consulted 
by United Kingdom firms interested on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS INCOME TAX. 


A telegram from the Governor of the Straits 
Settlements announces the abolition of income tax 
from Ist January, following the withdrawal of the 
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Bill for the imposition of income tax, read a first 
time in the Legislative Council on 23rd October, and 
referred to in the ‘* Journal ’’ of 2lst December 
(page 699). 

As regards companies carrying on business 1n the 
Straits Settlements, whenever it is shown on a divi- 
dend warrant presented as a claim for relief in 
resnect- of double taxation that a dividend is pay- 
able from profits for the year ending later than 26th 
March, 1922, the claim should be disallowed. 





CONSOLIDATION OF ROUMANIAN 
TREASURY BONDS. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Bucharest has forwarded a copy and translation of a 
Law promulgated on 27th October, and supple- 
mental to Law No. 2868 of 1922, regarding the con- 
solidation of Roumanian Treasury Bonds. 

The copy and translation above referred to may 
be consulted by United Kingdom firms interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





FOREIGN COMPANTES IN LATVIA. 

H.M. Consul at Riga has forwarded a translation 
of the Regulations (issued by the Ministry of 
Finance on 29th November) governing the establish- 
ment and activities in Latvia of branches of foreign 
share or partnership companies, which can be con- 
sulted by United Kingdom firms interested on appli- 
cation to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1 (quoting refer- 
ence 6697/F.R.). 





KGYPTIAN TRADE IN OCTOBER. 

H.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt has forwarded 
the following figures of the foreign trade of 
Egypt in October. 

Imports during that month totalled £E.3,893,676 
in value, compared with £E.5,251,287 during the 
corresponding month of 1921. 

Exports were valued at £E.4,535,622, compared 
with £E.5,739.880. Re-exports totalled £E.130,269, 
against £6.254, 106. 





CHINESE INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION. 

The Commercial Counsellor to H.M. Legation at 
Peking states that during the year 1921, 42 new 
factories were established for the manufacture of 
the following classes of goods:—biscuits and 
candles 1, books 1, bricks 1, egg products 2, flour 2, 
flour and paste (vermicelli), ete., 1, handkerchiefs 
1, iron products 1, lamps 1, weaving machines 1, 
matehes 1, matting, soft, 1, medicines 3, perfumes 
1, shirts, gloves, and socks 3, textiles 16, tooth- 
powder 1, towels 1, umbrellas 1, underwear 1, and 
woollens 1. The goods enumerated are very repre- 
sentative of the foreign style commodities which the 
Chinese are adopting more and more as their own, 
and which they find it profitable and possible to 
manufacture for themselves. 


REPORT ON NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 

The British Commercial Agent for the Nether- 
land East Indies has forwarded a copy of the 
Report on Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture in 
the Netherland East Indies during 1921. This 
Report, which has only recently been translated into 
English, was published by the Department of 
Agriculture, Industry, » the 





and Commerce of 
Government of the Netherland East Indies, and can 
be consulted by United Kingdom firms interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35° Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 











Special Articles. 





AUSTRALIAN BOARD OF TRADE. 


RECONSTRUCTION AND WIDENED SCOPE. 


In announcing the reconstitution of the Common- 
wealth Board of Trade the Prime Minister of 
Australia (the Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes, P.C., K.C., 
M.P.), as President of the Board, stated that the 
underlying idea was to co-opt with the Government 
representative business men, whose services were 
gratuitously rendered, for the consideration of a 
number of more or less complex commercial and 
industrial questions that arise from time to time, 
many of which had other aspects than those mainly 


concerned with (Government policy. (See the 
** Journal ”’ of 26th October, page 462.) 
The Commonwealth Board of Trade was 


appointed by the Government in April, 1918, its 
functions being— 

(a) to investigate and report upon all matters re- 
ferred to it by the Minister for Trade and Customs, 
and 

(b) generally to consider and advise the Govern- 
ment upon all matters affecting the trade and indus- 
try of the Commonwealth. 

The Government subsequently decided to recon- 
stitute the Board of Trade, and authorised it to get 
into close touch with all commercial activities, and 
to make its assistance and co-operation available to 
manufacturers and traders in all matters affecting 
Australian trade, commerce, and industry. 


PERSONNEL OF THE BOARD. 


The reconstitution of the Board included an in- 
crease in the personnel, the creation of a section of 
the Board in Sydney immediately, and, when neces- 
sary, in each éf the other capital cities. 

Additional appointments were then made, and a 
perusal of the list of members of the reconstituted 
Board shows that it is composed of men who are 
prominent in the commercial and industrial life of 
the Commonwealth. Following is the full per- 


sonnel : — 


The Rt. Hon. W. M. Hughes, P.C., 
Minister, President. 

The Hon. A. S. Rodgers, M.P., Minister for Trade and 
Customs, Deputy-President. 

The Hon. W. Massy Greene, M.P., Minister for Defence. 

Mr. Herbert representing the Associated 
Chambers of Manufacturers. 

Mr. J. A. M. Elder, representing the As: 
bers of Commerce. 

Mr. Stirling Taylor, Director, Comme 
trial Bureau of the Board of Trade. 

Mr. G. H. Knibbs, C.M.G., Hon. F.S.S. 
Institute of Science and Industry. 

Mr. Perey Whitton, Comptroller-General of Customs. 

Mr. C. H. Reading. 

The Hon. Sir H. Y. Braddon, K.B.E., VMi.L.C, 

Mr. C. J. MeRae, President, Primary Producers’ Union 
of New South Wales, representing the Primary 


Producers. 


K.C., M.P., Prime 


Brookes, 
ociated Cham- 
cial and Indus- 


Director. 


, 


The three last-mentioned gentlemen comprise the 
Sydney Section of the Board. 
All appointments are honorary. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE BoarRpD. 


Many questions frequently arise to which it is 
most difficult for the Commonwealth Cabinet to give 
that detailed consideration which their importance 
demands. The Board of Trade will assist the 
Cabinet by close investigation of these matters and 
by furnishing the Government with advice in rela- 
tion to them. 

Realising the usefulness of the Board in the past 
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the Government has, therefore, increased its func- 
tions, which are now as follow :— 


(1) To investigate and report on all matters referred 
to it by the Federal Government. 

(2) Generally to consider and advise the Government 
upon matters affecting the trade, commerce and 
industry of the Commonwealth. 

(3) To act as Clearing House for commercial intelli- 
gence to manufacturers, merchants and exporters, 
supplying to the commercial community contin- 
uous information with regard to specific openings 
for Australian trade in overseas markets. To 
collect this intelligence through various agencies 
in London, America and elsewhere. 

(4) To consider and advise regarding the appointment 
of Trade Commissioners, and to define and control 
their operations. 

(5) To prepare the way for the investment of British 
capital in Australian industry, and point the way 
to British manufacturers as to the possibility and 
advisability of establishing in Australia. 

(6) To consider and advise on the problems of pro- 
duction and marketing. 

(7) To advise as to the desirability of, and participation 
in, Exhibitions and Industrial Fairs, and to or- 
ganise and control Australian representation 
thereat. 

(8) Act as a Key Industries Committee for the purpose 
of investigating and making recommendations 
concerning those necessary basic industries which, 
from a national point of view, should be estab- 
lished and encouraged in Australia. 

(9) Provide necessary facilities in the capital cities of 
the States whereby the commercial community 
could bring before the Board any important 
matters affecting trade, commerce and industry. 

(10) To advise from time to time as to the appointment 
of additional members of the Board. 


MEETINGS OF THE Boarp. 


It is the intention that the Board shall meet 
alternately in Melbourne and Sydney each month, 
whilst Sectional Meetings of the Board will be held 
at least fortnightly, and more often if occasion 
demands. 

It is hoped that the trading and commercial 
community will take full advantage of the oppor- 
tunity thus offered to bring matters affecting the 
trade, commerce, and industry of Australia before 
the Government through the agency of the Board 
of Trade, where they will yee a full and ample 
opportunity to state their case before men who 
thoroughly understand the aan of the problems 
with which they are called upon to deal, and who 
will advise the Government upon them. 


ABSORPTION OF BUREAU OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 


In addition to the above, it was recently arranged 
for the Board of Trade to take over and control the 
activities of the Bureau of Commerce and Industry, 
which will now be known as the Commercial and 
Industrial Bureau of the Board of Trade, with a 
Director and a Sub-Committee of the Board acting 
as a Committee of Direction. 


WorK ACCOMPLISHED BY THE Boarp. 


A large number of important questions relating 
to Australian trade, commerce, and industry have 
been dealt with by the Board, and on many of these 
matters recommendations have been made to the 
Commonwealth Government and to the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, practically all of which have 
been adopted. Wherever practicable the Board 
obtains the advice and assistance of such bodies as 
the Chambers of Commerce and Manufactures before 
making its recommendations on matters of import- 
ance to the Commonwealth. 

In connection with the visits of Australian com- 
mercial men to the United Kingdom, the United 
States of America and/or the Continent, the Board 
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has supplied them with letters of introduction to the 
Commonwealth Representatives in those countries, 
and has requested such officials to extend every 
possible facility to the visitor which might assist 
him in his business. Similar action is taken by 
those officials regarding the visits to Australia of 
any commercial men from their respective countries, 
and, whenever desired by such visitors, interviews 
with the Board are arranged for the discussion of 
subjects of mutual interest. 


POSITION OF THE BoaRD. 


The Commonwealth Board of Trade has no con- 
nection with any State organisation, such as, for 
example, the New South Wal*s Board of Trade, nor 
is it associated with any of the Australian Chambers 
of Commerce or Manufactures, which are non- 
Governmental bodies. 





PERU. 





A LAND OF MYSTERY. 


Peru, in which once flourished the ancient civil- 
isation and culture of the Incas, is still a land of 
mystery. Though not large as South American 
Republics are measured, it is three countries with 
three distinct climates. The tropical lowlands of 
the steaming Amazon valley are cut off from the 
temperate coast region of the Pacific by mountain 
ranges within which dwell Indians in a low state 
of civilisation and in a chronic condition of unrest. 
The dry coast strip, cooled by the Humboldt cur- 
rent, contains the principal cities and most of the 
white population of some 700,000 people. There is 
here little or no rainfall, the land is cultivated by 
irrigation, and the products are cotton and sugar, 
wool, hides and skins, and petroleum. This coastal 
strip, though limited in area, is the chief district in 
which agriculture and pasture flourish. The rain, 
which is denied to the coastal region by the barrier 
of the Andes, falls abundantly all the year round in 
the mountain districts. But though the soil of the 
eastern slope is rich the lack of transport makes it 
unproductive. It is this unexploited and almost 
impenetrable mountain region which so eftectively 
cuts off the Amazon valley from the Pacific coast 
that it needs to be approached from the Atlantic 
side. We see in this great valley illimitable forests, 
vet all the timber used on the Pacific coast has to be 
imported from overseas. The collection of wild 
rubber has declined with the fall in the price of the 
market commodity. About Iquitos in the upper 
waters of the Amazon lie an indefinite number of 
rich agricultural acres which under happier geogra- 
phical circumstances could support a large popula- 
tion, vet there is at present no more than one human 
being to every two and a half square miles. Iquitos 
is over a month’s journey by land from Lima, the 
capital of Peru, on the Pacific coast, and a voyage 
by sea, the Panama Canal and the Amazon from 
Callao to Iquitos, recently occupied a steamer no less 
than 80 days. The mountain barrier, which has 
remorselessly cut off the comparatively civilised 
coast from its hinterland by the Amazon, has set 
the white Peruvians an economic problem which is 
as wet far from solution. 


TRADE DEPRESSION. 


Mr. A. J. Hill, Acting British Consul at Callao, 
writes that the trade depression has continued 
throughout the past year. With little buying from 
abroad and the gradual reduction of the large stocks 
existing at the close of 1921, coupled with improve- 
ment in the economic condition occasioned by the 
favourable trade balance and a steadier exchange, a 
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There are still. large 


better outlook is predicted. 
tractors, etc., 


stocks of agricultural machinery, 
awaiting liquidation. 

A very large percentage of the population, more 
especially in the capital, is dependent upon the 
spending capacity of the Government, and when 
the latter’s funds for carrying on the administra- 
tion are low, as at present, retail buying becomes 
almost: stagnant. In the south of the country, 
where the wool business is the life-blood of 
Arequipa, Cuzco, and other large towns, trade con- 
ditions 1mproved towards the end of 1921, the new 
alpaca clip arriving at a time of more favourable 
market conditions. By July last, the close of the 
season, conditions reverted to the previous depressed 
state, and no further improvement was expected 
until November. In this district buying has teen 
on a small scale; cotton goods in particular have 
heen ordered very cautiously, with the result that 
there is at present a shortage of Manchester goods 
in the market. Importers here, as elsewhere, have 
not yet recovered from the disastrous boom follow- 
ing the war. In the north there has been equally 
little movement during the year, but recently, 
owing chiefly to improvement in exchange, buying 
has shown signs of increase. Exchange in Peru 1s 
favourable, the quotation for sterling being no 
more than 10 per cent. premium, 


FOREIGN COMPETITION. 


American competition is still the most formid- 
uble, the slightly more favourable price of the 
American article being the chief factor operating 
against an increased demand for British goods, 
which have a good reputation and are otherwise 
usually preferred. American gocds, also, are notice- 
ably more advertised. German goods, which are 
appearing in the market in increasing quantities, 
are, as always, cheaper and inferior. They consist 
mainly of paper and paperware, machinery, cement. 
electrical appliances, metal goods, chemical pro- 
ducts, toys, malt, some cottons and woollens. Japan, 
whose imports mostly consist of foodstuffs, com- 
petes in cotton eoods. [It should not be overlooked 
that British commerce in Peru flows through well- 
established channels; its development owes much to 
the enterprise of British houses in the country with 
head offices in the United Kingdom. German trade 
is also considerably benefited through the German 
firms established in the country. British houses 
abroad, however, as others, buy in the best market 
—usually meaning the cheapest—to meet their 
requirements, and it must not be supposed that the 
mere fact of British firms having a secure footing 
in a foreign country necessarily means that British 
goods find a ready market 


NATURAL RESOURCES AND PRODUCTION. 


The principal agricultural products are cotton, 
sugar, wool, hides and skins. The total production 
of Cotton in Peru for 1921 is not known exactly, but 
was about 36,000 tons, against 39,000 tons in 1920. 
[t is estimated that 1922 will show an increase of 
perhaps 10 per cent. The production of Tangiiis (a 
hybrid of rough and smooth) has noticeably in- 
creased, while that of Mitafifi (long staple) has de- 
creased. The imposition by the United States of a 
duty of seven cents per pound on long staple cotton 
has made this grade at the moment almost unsale- 
able on the coast. On the Amazon side of Peru, 
where cotton-growing was assuming some import- 
ance, great damage was caused to the crops in 1921 
during the revolution in the cotton-preducing 
centres between the Huallaga and Ucayali rivers. 

The area under sugar cane is given as a little 
more than 100,000 acres. No exact estimate can be 
made of the production for 1921: it was probably 
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under 300,000 tons. It is considered that the pro- 
duction in 1922 will prove to be more than 


The present price of 12s. fd. per quintal 


sustained. 
r extremely 


f.o.b. Peruvian port, although seeming . 
small compared with the record of I11s. ¢ id. obtained 
in June, 1920, still probably yields a margin ot 
profit to the producer. 

Wool.—A sale is shortly to be held «1 
the Government’s model farm in the Department of 
Puno, principally with the idea of improving the 
stock in other centres. The farm was started in 1921 
with rams from the United Kingdom, and a big cross- 
breed production has resulted. Shipments of wool 
fell away from 5,000 tons in 1919 to 3,500 in 1920, 
while 1,961 tons were shipped in the first half of 
1922. two-thirds being alpaca. A new departure ts 
the entry of Japan into the wool market, taking 
relatively small but steadily increasing quantities 
since the beginning of 1922. 

Wheat is grown in the higher districts where there 
is rain. Yield does not reach 10 bushels per acre. 
Efforts are being made to promote the growing of 
enough wheat to obviate the necessity of importing 
some 50,000 tons yearly, mostly from Chile, but also 
from Australia and the Argentine. ‘lrials are be- 
ing made with foreign seed; Australian in 
Moquegua, American and Argentine in Arequipa, 
red-fife in Huaneayo, Cajamarca, and other dis- 
tricts. Smal] results may be expected, 


-heep from 


PETROLEUM. 


The development of the petroleum industry in 
Peru has during the last few years heen retarded 
by the delay in preparing and passing a new law 
reguiating the granting and working of concessions, 
On 2nd January, 1922, this law came into force, 
changing very considerably the conditions under 
which exploration and exploitation may be carried 
on. Under the new law ‘** exploration concessions ”’ 
for four years, with possible extension to six, may 
he granted for single rectangular areas up to 600 
square kilometres in the coastal zone, with an annual 
tax of 1 sol. (2s.) per pertenencia or ‘* claim ”’ (of 
40,000 square metres), and up to 1,200 square kilo- 
metres in the mountain region with an annual tax 
of 20 centavos per pertenencia. Exploitation con- 
eessions ’’ are granted under somewhat similar con- 
ditions, but the period is not specified in the law and 
is probably indefinite. On this class of concession 
there is a tax of from 10 per cent. to t) per cent. of 
total production, according to location of the conces- 
sion, and in addition a territorial tax on a sliding 
scale, varying from £P.1 per claim when the pro- 
duction is nil to 50 centavos per clatm when the pro- 
duction reaches 10 tons or more per claim yearly. 
Copies of the law can be obtained from the Mints- 
terio de Fomento, Lima, or can be consulted at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, London, 

The conditions imposed are in general such that 
only undertakings commanding a fair amount of 
capital have any prospect of success In working ex- 
ploration concessions, but from the applications 
already presented for concessions by more or less 
powerful enterprises it is probable that during the 
vear 1923 exte nsive exploration will im earried on in 
various parts of the Republic, and it is extremely 
likely that in a very few years the production of 
petroleum in Peru will show a big increase. Gener- 
ally speaking, Peruvian petroleum is of a ‘light char- 
acter, very rich in commercial distillates. 

At present production is earried on onl} by three 
companies, working concessions neg .e old law, 
all situated tn the ‘northern coastal districts. 


(Mr. A. J. Hill’s Report on the Finance, Industry and 
Trade of Peru, dated September, 1922, is to be published 
shortly for the Department of Oversees Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. ] 
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CUBA. 


SUGAR AND TOBACCO. 


In Cuba trade depends so much on the state of the 
sugar market that the country’s economic prosperity 
rises and falls with the fluctuation of that com- 
modity. There have recently been signs of revival 
after the depression of the past two years, though 
in many respects the local market is still seriously 
overstocked with imported goods. The economic, 
political and geographical ties which link Cuba with 
the United States are paramount in the commercial 
sphere. There exist as bonds between the two coun- 
tries a treaty of reciprocity, a similar coinage, the 
American capital invested in the island, and the 
Platt Amendment, which provides for American 
intervention in case of necessity. All these things 
tend to make Cuba to a very large degree dependent 
on the United States. 








INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL. 


Mr. Godfrey Haggard, H.M. Consul-General at 
Havana, writes that a topic which at present 1s en- 
gaging much attention is the manufacture ot 
industrial alcohol from molasses, which furnishes 
one of the cheapest and most useful of raw 
materials tor the distilling of aleohol. There is a 
demand for motor spirit cheaper and less uncertain 
in supply than petrol, and Cuba has at her command 
all the essentials of competitive production in an 
abundant supply of this raw material, which is 
nearly always sold as part of the sugar crop, or, 
failing to find a market, is run to waste. The pre- 
sent price of molasses is round about 2 cents per 
United States gallon, and favourable contracts for 
its purchase could be secured at perhaps 4 cent per 

gallon or even less in the case of many factories. In 
the 1920 crop of nearly 4 million tons of sugar, the 
production of final molasses amounted to over 185 
million gallons. The production of aleohol in local 
distilleries, other than those attached to sugar mills, 
is, according to recently published statistics, about 
64 million gallons, of which a great part is exported, 
the remainder being consumed locally. 

During the latter part of 1922 the greater part of 
the two theusand vehicles—mostly Fords—which 
ply tor hive in the streets of Havana were using de- 
natured alcohol as fuel, with good results. In fact, 
the mixture known as ‘f Espiritu Motor ”’ is for 


sale side by side with gasoline in the streets. It is 
a subject which challenges attention and will 


possibly have a great future. Cheap and plentiful 
supply of raw material, cheap working expenses 
and labour such as obtain in Cuba, should make the 
proposition a paying one. 


SUGAR. 
after the 1920 disaster, when the sudden 
fall in the price of sugar found Cuban holders with 
immense stocks unsold, the 1921 crop of 3,922,267 
tons was thrown on to the market, which made still 
more confusion. A Government Commission took 
control of sales until December, 192 This Com- 
mission fixed a minimum price at about 5 cents a 
pound, thereby arousing a great deal of antagonism. 
In addition the Fordney tariff proposals upset the 
market. A Cuban commercial mission visited 
Washington to negotiate the reduction of the 
Yordney duty, and numerous proposals were put 
forward to this end. The general view was that it 
was desirable to limit the Cuban sugar crop so as 
to lessen competition with the American product; 
other views were .based on alterations of the Cuban 
tariff in the same interests. The ‘‘ Sugar Export 
Corporation,’’ under the ‘‘ Webb Export Trade 
Act,’’ had a contract with Cuban producers for 
refining certain quantities of sugar in bond for re- 
export, and this should be of advantage to the 
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Cuban producers. After the removal of Govern- 
ment control the price of sugar rose, and demand 
increased from the United Kingdom and from 
isurope generally, while purchases were also made 
by China and Japan. 

With the price in the summer of 1922 of 3? cents 
per pound there was general optimism, and, though 
most of the Cuban crop had already been sold when 
the price rose, yet the higher prices made it much 
easier for the growers to raise funds to finance 
the future crop. Optimism was increased by the 
present demand for Cuban sugars, which has 
enabled the country to ship over 3,250,000 tons of 
new crop sugars, a figure that breaks all records. 
About 88 per cent. of the Cuban sugar finds its 
market in the United States, where it enjoys a 
20 per cent, rebate over other foreign-grown sugars. 
Up to the end of July there had been shipped a 
iotal of 4,099,305 tons, ‘of which ° 3,051,848 tons went 
to the United States. 

[t was confidently expected that at the end of the 
vear no appreciable quantity of sugar would remain 
in the island, hye the year’s crop would not 
fall short of 3,800,900 tons. American interests 
control about 54 per cent. of the crop, a proportion 
which is largely increased by the advances made by 
American banks during the recent crisis, whereby 
temporary control, which may become permanent, 
passed out of the hands of the non-American 
holders. One of the factories recently produced its 
millionth bag, a record for Cuba. Great Britain is 
« good customer of Cuban sugars, importing more 
from Cuba than from her own possessions. 


TOBACCO. 


The tobacco industry of Cuba suffered during the 
vear 1921 from the same symptoms of collapse as 
the sugar industry. Asa result of the abolition of the 
ad valorem tax on cigars in the United Kingdom, in 
the month of May last, it was confidently expected 
that the export trade in cigars would improve. It 
would appear, however, that United Kingdom im- 
porters had not withdrawn from bond some heavy 
shipments of cigars in anticipation of the diminu- 
tion of the duty, with the result that many of the 
large Havana factories were working half-time for 
a great part of the vyear. Cuban tobacco is 
threatened by the Fordney: tariff duties being in- 
creased both on the leaf tobacco and the cigars. 

The leaf tobacco market was active, and foreign 
buvers made some heavy purchases in 1922. The 
cigar industry, however, was not in so good a posi- 
tion, Sales to importing countries decreased owing 
{o increased tariffs and to the exchange between 
European and United States currencies. Great 
Britain is, as always, a large purchaser in the Cuban 
market, other purchasers being the United States, 
South America, Spain and Germany. There are 
some 33 cigar manufacturers in Havana and some- 
thing over 60 leaf tobacco dealers. The crop 
harvested in 1922 was not very heavy, but its 
quality was very good. Exportations showed a very 
decided increase over last year. In the period 
Ist January to 3lst August, 1921, exports of bales 
of tobacco were 172,683, while in the same period 
last year they were 235,333, an increase for 1922 of 
62 650 bales. 


Britisu TRADE. 


Mr. Haggard observes that any of the new tariff 
projects must have a serious effect on British trade. 
The duties as proposed are raised on earthenware, 
china, glassware, metal goods, chemicals and in- 
dustrial machinery. Raw materials for use in 
local industries receive favourable treatment, while, 
on the other hand, foreign manufactured articles 
competing with home-made articles are severely 
treated. British trade will suffer in the following 
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commodities:—Soap, whisky and gin, beer, bis- 
cults, confectionery, jams and jellies, tea, high 
grade cotton and woollen goods and especially linen 
ooods. Cotton and linen goods of a high grade come 
almost exclusively from the United Kingdom, also 
the finer grades of woollen goods, and under the 
projected new tariffs these goods would pay by 
weight and not by value. Great Britain’s share of 
the total import trade is about 3°46 per cent., and 
about 61 per cent. of Cuba’s exports go to the 
United Kingdom. Imports, however, are on the 
increase, owing to the rise in the price of sugar. 

[ron and steel imports, such as structional steel, 
should be in demand shortly for repairs and build- 
ing purposes, while provisions, paint, wire, hard- 
ware and numerous other articles appear once more 
on the manifests of recent arrivals from the United 
Kingdom, and such articles as perfumery, soaps, 
crockery, ink, drugs and chemicals. Textiles are 
conspicuous by their absence, the market being dis- 
organised owing to the heavy stocks remaining on 
hand, the quantities still unclaimed lying in the 
Government warehouses, and debts outstanding to 
British manufacturers from local importers. The 
market for cheap disinfectants, boots and shoes, 
electric elevators, hats and caps 1s worth cultivating. 
British straw hats, recently placed on the market 
have proved extremely popular and enjoy a ready 
sale. There is, too, a steady demand for rice, and 
large Carpoes of this commodity have arrived within 
the last few months. Pickles, jams, jellies and 
biscuits of British manufacture are in good demand. 

(Mr. Godfrey Haggard’s ‘‘Report on the Economic Con- 
ditions of Cuba,” dated September, 1922, is to be published 
shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. ] 





FOREIGN EXCHANGES IN 


DECEMBER. 





MOVEMENTS OF THE PRINCIPAL 
CURRENCIES. 


The movements of the principal foreign exchange 
rates on London during December are shown in the 


following table. The New York quotation is the 
weekly average of the daily cable rates, and the 
other quotations are the weekly averages of the 


daily closing rates. All particulars have been taken 
from the ‘* Financial Times.’ 


Week ending— 





Place. Par. | 9th 16th 23rd | 30th 
| Dec. | Dec, Dec, Dec. 

New York— | - -—— | —_—_— 

4866 dollars—£1 4558| 4634) 4637| 4-639 
Paris — 

5°2215 francs=£1 64°825 64°142 62°333 | 63-856 

meade 

95°2215 francs=£1 70471 69-933 68°008 | (9°537 
Italy— | | 

25°2215 lire= ‘1 ---| 91°490| 92-042 90°813 | 91-578 
Madrid— | | 

25°2215 pesetas—£1 29°430 29°535 | 29°448 | 29°509 
Holland— | | | 

12-1071 gul.=£1 ..| 11°442| 41°585! 11-636! 11°692 
Berlin— | | | | 

20°43 marks—£1 - |36875°0 | 350416 | 308750 | 34500°0 
Christiania— | | 

18-159 kroner—£1 24181 | 24:334| 24363| 24518 
S tockho!m— | | 

18°159 kronor=£1_ ...| 16894 17°203 17 208 | 17191 
Coy e sahagen— | | | 

18159 kronen=£1 ...| 22:178| 22-224 22-394! 22°466 
Switzerland — | | | 

25°2215 francs=£1 24°147 | 24435 | 24474) 247488 


Buenos Aires— 
48 °57d. = dollar ; 


_O 


The 


thousandth 


wal 450 | 44-682 | 


A —_—— 


44°709 | 44 468 
sank on 24th October to a 


mark, which 
pre-war value, and on 


part of its 
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7th November was quoted at 39,000 to the pound, 
appreciated in value on the w hole duri ing December, 
particularly in the third week of the month. Its 
movements at various dates, together with the 
quotations on London at certain other Continental 
centres, may be seen trom the following table. The 
heures showing the extreme limits of the closing 
quotations are printed in italies: 





Date. Be rlin. Paris. bi ussels, Italy. 
M: ke, Frances. Frances. | Lire. 
Ist December... a 35,500 64°225 69°40 | DS*625 
4th December _ 36, 750 64°675 HO'S7TH WO) °25 
5th December - 37,500 65°05 70°60) =| )=—-92°375 
6th December ... 34,500 65°30 71°05 92 00 
Sth December 36,000 64°475 70°225 | 91°375 
12th December 38,000 65°10 70°850 | 92°875 
13th Dece mi ber 36,790 H5° OO ,1°10 ' 92-938 
15th December oa 32,750 63°30 69°125 O1°875 
ioc December te 29,7 50 62°15 68°10 91°125 
18th December 31,000 62°475 68°25 | 91°063 
19th December 31,000 O1°776 G?'30 =| 90°625 
? Ist December 29 790 62°275 67°926 | 90°875 
23rd December eo 31,000 H2°S25 H8°45 O15 
27th December ooe' 35,080 64°275 70°00 01°125 
28th December .. =—94,500 63°95 69°65 | 92°063 
29th December 34,000 63°70 69°35 | 91 °R75 
30th December 34,125 63°50 69°175 | 91°2 


The movements of the leading rates of exchange, 


calculated percentages of gold parity (relative 
value of foreign currency to that of the country 


where quotation 1s made) are given below: 


New YoOrkK ON: 

London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam, 
ith December 93°91 36°64 25°86 99°26 
l4th December ... 95°47 34°37 26°02 99°64 
21st December ... 95°47 58 56 26°28 99°11 
28th December ... 95°36 37°43 26°17 98°77 

LONDON ON: 

Rome. Anisterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
Sth Deecembei ; 21°68 105°76 107 °20 104°18 
14th December .. 27°46 104°33 105 °09 103°07 
22nd Lecember ... 27°79 103°8*8 105°35 102°90 
29th December ... 27°49 103°57 105°58 102°94 

PARIS ON: 
London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland, 
7th December 26°77 271°82 275°40 267 25 
14th December 255°73 267 °50 270°54 264°25 
29ist December ... 247°2) 257°42 969: 44 24°75 
28th December ... 255°93 265°70 27072 26°00 


BERLIN ON: 

London. New York. Paris. 
178612°82 193435°08 70546°91 
..177878°76 183285°77 67453°09 
...152607°68 161792°98 62192°60 
17787876 =180778°34 8 67453°09 


Amsterdam, 
191304°32 
185660 °69 
160410°46 
178233°54 


7th December 
14th December 
21st December 
28th December . 


Apart from the comparative Sti ability of the mark 


in December after its. violent fuctuations in 


November, the outstanding feature of the foreign, 
exchanges in December has been the continued 


appreciation of sterling in terms of the American 
dollar. During the first two weeks of the month the 
closing quotation of 4519 on Ist December was 
daily improved upon, the movement towards gold 
parity reaching its highest point on the 13th of the 
month, the closing quotation on that date heing 
466 dollars to the pound, the highest point touched 


since the middle of May, 191%, and representing 
JTS per cent. of parity. ‘The movement since 

13th December has been steady, the closing quota- 
co. on each day being above 461. The rate on 


30th December was 4633 dollars to the pound. 
The chief movements of the leading European 
exchanges are shown in the second table above. It 
will be seen that, whilst the last quotation yiven is, 
in the case of each country referred to, more favour- 
able than that for the first of the month, the general 
movement has been unsteady, the extreme limits of 
the rates recorded in no case covering a greater 
period than a week. The improvement in_ the 
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Italian rate is the most notable, the closing quota- 
tion of 90°25 lire to the pound on 4th Dec ‘ember 
being the most favourable to the local currency since 
17th June. This, however, was not maintained, 
oe quotations on 13th and 80th December being 

938 and 91°25 lire respectively. So far as Frenc h 
od Belgian franes are concerned, in neither case 
did the best quotation recorded during the month— 
that of 19th December—show an improvement upon 
the respective rates of 61°35 and 65°60 frances which 
the pound commanded on 20th November. 

In the other countries dealt with in the first table 
the movement generally throughout the month has 
been adverse to local currency. In Amsterdam, 
Stockholm and Copenhagen rates moved entirely in 
favour of this country, but in Christiania and 
Switzerland the currencies did not cheapen until a 
week or more of the month had elapsed. The Madrid 
exchange was somewhat more uncertain, the rate 
voing slightly against sterling during the third week 
of the month. The Buenos Aires dollar, after show- 
ing a considerable appreciation in relation to ster- 
ling during the early part of December, has fallen 
off, the rate of 44688 pence to the dollar on the Ist 
comparing with a rate of 44488 on 30th December. 





—---—-- ~~ 


Notes on Trade. 





[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “‘ Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authori- 
tative legal interpretations of the text of the documents 


themselves. | 





BRITISH SUBJECTS VISITING FINLAND. 


The Finnish Consulate-General in London has 
been authorised by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Helsingfors to grant a visa for entering Finland 
at any time during the period of one year to British 
subjects who personally apply for the same and 
satisfy the Consul-General as to the bona fides of 
their case by presenting letters of recommendation 
from their finns, bankers or Chamber of Commerce. 

lt is to be observed that such a visa entitles the 
holder of the passport, each time he enters inland, 
to a stay of two months, after which period the 
usual extension must be obtained from the Governor 


of the respected provinces as laid down in the Law. 





CUSTOMS REGIME IN TURKEY. 


In 1916 a specific Customs Tariff was introduced 
in ‘Turkey, in place of the uniform ad valorem duty 
which had formerly been leviable on imports. The 
11 per cent. ad valorem Tariff was reintroduced as 
from 18th October, 1921, but the system has again 
been changed, and Customs import duties are at 
present being levied on the basis of the specific 
Tariff of 1916, but at fifteen times the rates of duty 
therein provided for certain classes of goods, and at 
five times the rates of duty therein provided for all 
other goods. ‘The list of articles subject to duty at 
fifteen times the nominal Tariff rates was annexed 
to a Law of 7th May, 1921, and includes certain 
cereal products (including starch), certain fruits, 
nuts and vegetables, chocolate, confectionery, pre- 
serves, vinegar, mineral waters, vegetable oils, cer- 
tain woods and wood products, and perfumery. 
Other goods pay duty at five times the nominal 
Tariff rates, but a lengthy list of goods was sub- 
jected to import prohibition by the Law of 7th May, 








—_ 


NOTES ON TRADE—Continued. 





Among the goods the importation of which 


1921. 
‘Juxury ”’ 


is prohibited (which are mostly of a 
nature) may be mentioned ornamental feathers; 
certain boots and shoes; turners’ wares; furniture; 
fine cotton gauze, net, etc. (except mosquito net); 
lace; silk stuffs, gauze, tulle, velvet and hosiery ; 
wool; woollen scarves and carpets; made-up cloth- 
ing’; precious stones; cut glassware; gold, silver and 
platinum ware; and small wares. It is also under- 
stood that the importation of beer, wines, spirits 
and other alcoholic beverages is prohibited. 

By a Law of 15th April, 1922, the consumption 
taxes on sugar, petroleum, tea and coftee were in- 
creased, and consumption taxes were imposed on 
rice, spices, margarine, candles, ordinary soaps, 
and empty sacks. These consumption taxes, which, 
on imported goods, are levied at the time of 
Customs clearance, are at the following rates :— 


Piastres per kilogramme. 


sugar see eee nes eee 15 
Tea 00 ee joe bea 40 
Coffee _ jae wa sda 20 
Petroleum 138 _ ove 6 
tice “ _— ve 10 
Spices and candles... — 50 
Margarine , _ tO 
Ordinary soap and empt. y sacks 5 


The storage dues levied by the Customs were in- 
creased tenfold by a Law of 2nd August, 1920. 

Information as to the rates of duty at present 
leviable on any particular classes of goods, and in- 
formation as to whether or not particular classes of 
goods are subject to import prohibition, may be 
obtained on verbal or written application to the 
‘Tariff Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
30. Old (Jueen Street, London, S.W. l. 





UNITED STATES CHRISTMAS TRADE. 


The retail Christmas trade in the United States 


has been estimated to be 20 per cent. better than 
last year, states a cable from the Guaranty Trust 
Company of New York to its London office. This 


dt be about 15 per cent. greater than 1920 and 
but little less than the record year of 1919, although 
higher prices then prevailed. Probably the volume 
of trade was ereater this year than in 1919. Manu- 
facturing production continues to reflect the basie 
streneth of general business conditions, and a 
further acceleration of industrial activity is expected 
during the first half of 19238. 





PREPARATION AND SALE OF MINERAL 
WATERS, ETC., IN CUBA. 


The Cuban ‘* Gaceta Ofieial ’’ of 3th October 
contains a Decree, No. 1440, dated 6th October, 
which lays down regulations regarding the prepara- 
{ion and sale of mineral waters and cooling beverages 
(refrescos), ‘The Decree provides, inter alia, that 
representatives or agents for foreign (non-Cuban) 
mineral waters must present to the Direction of 
Health « certificate of origin or a legalised copy 
thereof, which authorises the sale of the goods in 
the country from which they come. The Direction 


of Health will then decide whether the sale of the 
mineral waters in Cuba shall be permitted. This 
provision 1s to come into force one month after 


except in the of medicinal 
for which a delay of six months is 


38th October, case 
mineral waters, 
allowed. 

The text of the Decree, which also fixes standards 
of purity for mineral waters, ete. , may be consulted 
by persons interested on application to the Tariff 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 

Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


January 4, 1925. 








BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1923. 
LI. SECTION. 


The home of the sports trade is Great Britain, to 
which buyers from all parts of the world come when 
they require the best, and they will not be disap- 
winted if they visit the British Industries Fair in 
1923. The Sports Goods Section will be larger than 
at any previous Fair, and any buyer who cannot 
find what he requires, both in respect of quality and 
price, will be hard to please indeed. Every variety 
of sporting gear will be available—tennis, football, 
volf, hockey, sports clothing, etc.—together with 
tools and other requirements for the trade. 

Among the novelties which will be displayed men- 
tion May be made of a wooden tennis post fitted with 
a patent winder which contains an oil bath. Each 
fitting is sent out filled with grease which will last 
for some considerable time and thus prevents ex- 
cessive wear on the winch, 

Reference may also be made to a really practical steel 
post. Inthe past difficulty has been experienced in attach- 
ing the winding gear to the thin steel tube. This difficulty 
overcome by making an attractive metal 
The spindle bearings 


Sports Goops 


has now been 
top with no loose screws whatsoever. 
are also of a very substantial size. 
Another nov: 
special feature of which 1s its easy fixing. 
or stakes are required to fasten these posts to the ground, 
and thus the top of the base is flat with the lawn, and the 
lawn mower or roller may be used over the whole surface 
of the lawn, leaving no untidy grass round the base. gy ig 
LV. AND GAMES SECTION. 


The number of exhibitors in the Toy Section com- 


No loose SCTCWS 


Te YS 


pares very favourably with the previous Fair. 
Among exhibits of interest will be water colour 


hoxes suitable for the LOY and stat lonery trades, with 
special colours for poster designing. ‘* Cupid love ”’ 
mascots or dolls will make an irresistible appeal to 
all who see them. The prices of these range from 
Sd. up to £5. The manufacturers have already 
turned out half a million, and are putting down a 
plant capable of producing one million a year. 

A firm of perambulator manufacturers will be ex- 
hibiting pillion seats for motor ceveles and steel chairs 
for othee and ractory use. The point of 
interest in the latter les in the back rest, which is 
adjustable and automatically swivels to any angle 
thereby eliminating all un- 


orreatl 


of the worker’s back. 
hecessary fatigue. 
and snowballs (in cotton 


Christmas crackers, stockings, 


wool) replete with fascinating and mirth-provoking toys, 


will be shown. All these articles will be exhibited under 
the most artistic conditions, and will be open for the 
inspection of all visitors to the Fair. 

Suvers of strong tovs will have a large range to choose 
from, and many new models in children’s pedal motor 
cars, scooters, fairy cycles, ete., and doll’s houses, furnished 
In various famous stvles, such as Jacobean and Chippendale, 
will be shown. 

The soft toy branch of the industry will again be amply 
represented by a number of the leading firms. The 
increasing popularity of soft plush toys in recent years 
brings this section of the toy trade more and more into 
prominence. There are various points which tend to the 
conclusion that British designers of such toys are at least 
equal, if not superior, to those of other countries. Among 
the subsidiary pomts it must be emphasised that an excep- 
tional advantage is derived from the use of the best quality 
mohair plushes, which are made only in the United 


Kingdom, with naturally telling effect upon the price. 

It may be mentioned that there is at least one 
firm of British soft toy manufacturers who list over 
one hundred different sizes and varieties of Teddy 
Bears alone. The real essential for this branch of 
the toy trade is that it should keep up with the times 
and base a large number of the designs introduced 
on items of topical interest. Keeping this point 
hefore them, British manufacturers have during the 


‘Ity takes the form of a tennis post base, a 
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past few years very successfully adapted the 
characters on the children’s pages in the daily press 
to produce models which have an appealing in- 
fluence on children. 

It suffices to say in conclusion that in this branch 
of the toy trade Britain is supreme. 





MILAN SAMPLES FAIR. 

Discussing recently with H.M. Consul-General at 
Milan the prospects of the Samples Fair, which is 
to be held from 12th to 27th April, the Secretary- 
(reneral of the Fair expressed his regret that there 
was not to be a British Pavilion, although an im- 
posing structure is being erected by France. Among 
the nations participating in the Fair are Germany, 
Holland, Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and Persia. 

As regards the first-named special effort is being 
made by the German motor car industry, which will 
he represented by 15 different makes, probably as a 
result of the good business stated to have been done 
at last vear’s Fair. Three Bohemian makers are 
also participating. The Hotel Equipment Section 
has aroused some interest and several United 
Kingdom firms have signified their intention of 
participating therein. 

H.M. Consul adds that there must be a number of articles 
made in the United Kingdom and the Colonies that could 
be shown with advantage in this Fair, if only for the sake 
of keeping British manufactures before the Italian buying 
public. 

[t would seem possible that a number of the articles which 
are now being prepared for exhibition in the British In- 
dustries Faw (19th February-2nd March) might be 
transferred to Milan in time for the opening of the Samples 
Fair. Quite a number of articles must be suitable for 
both the British and the Italian market, and the labour 
of transter would not be great in consideration of the Cus- 
facilities promised by the Italian 
Secure 


and transport 
organisers. It would of ' 
stands, ete., first, and no delay should take place in doing 
so. The approaching Milan Fair promises to exceed the 
Fairs very considerably. Per- 
erected arrangement 


toms 


course be necessarv to 


proportions of previous 
manent buildings are being 
made to attract buyers from every part of the world. 
The time 
“) 
Oth January. 


and 


limit ror applications expires on 


(CONCESSIONS TO EXHIBITORS. 


Among the Spe cial concessions offered to exhibitors 
in the air the following deserve especial notice and 
consideration. 

(1) From 40 to 60 per cent. reduction on passenge) 
fares and railway goods rates. 

(<) Fifty per cent, reduction on freights. 

(-4) Priority in forwarding eoods destined rol 
lair, 

(4) Grant of temporary import licences for goods 
not otherwise admissible into Italy. 

(5) Collective insurance policy against all 


the 


| risks 


extended from the time the goods leave their places 
of origin to the time they return, 





PHOTOGRAPHIC AND 
CINEMATOGRAPH EXHIBITION. 

H.M. Consul al Turin has informed the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade that the International Exhi- 
bition of Photographic, Optical, and Cinema- 
tograph Goods and Appliances will be held in May 
and June in the Palazzo del Giornale, Turin, under 
the auspices of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Turin and the patronage of the King of 
Italy. It may be remembered that the period origin- 
ally fixed for the holding of this Exhibition was the 
month of April. 

A few copies of the Regulations governing the 
Exhibition are available at the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 49, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, for United 
Kingdom firms interested. 


TURIN 
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SAN SEBASTIAN TRADE EXHIBITION. 

In a Report on the Industrial Fair held during 
the autumn at San Sebastian, H.M. Vice-Consul 
emphasises the growth of San Sebastian as a com- 
mercial centre since the war. Between 1914 and 
1919 many refugees established businesses either 
in the city or its neighbourhood, and the city itself 
has, to-day, a population of approximately 100,000. 

Exhibitors in the Spanish section of the Fair 
numbered 300, and in the French section 35. Other 
foreign exhibitors were British two, Belgian one, 
Swedish one, German six, and several American 
and Italian firms locally represented. 

There would probably have been a considerable 
increase in foreign exhibitors 1f more time had 
elapsed between the original promotion and the 
actual holding of the Fair. Customs duties on 
foreign exhibits were waived during the period of 
the air under guarantee of re-export. As usual it 
was found extremely difficult to secure any sound 
estimate of business done, but it appears that sub- 
stantial orders for machinery were secured at the 
‘air. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON, AND 
CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, BIRMINGHAM, 
February 19th to March 2nd: 

Lonpon.—-Cutlery; Silver and Electro-plate; Jewel 
lery; Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery ; Glassware 
of all Descriptions; China, Earthenware, and Stoneware ; 
Paper; Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office 
Appliances; Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including 
Tobacconists’ Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travel. 
ling Requisites; Leather; Brushes and Brooms; Toys 
and Games; Sports Goods {including Sports Clothing) ; 
Scientific and Optical Instruments; Medical and Surgical! 
Instruments and Appliances ; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ 
Supplies; Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and 
Requisites; Musical Instruments; Furniture of Wood, Cane, 
and Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding; Carpets, Linoleum, 
etc.; Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per 
fumery; Dyes, Foodstuffs (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages; Confectionery (Sugar and Chocolate) ; Tobacco, 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to :—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1 


BimMINGHAM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, ete.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alumi- 
nium, Enamelware, ete.; Foundry Appliances; General 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of all 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household Purposes 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals); Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery, and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads ; 
Building Construction; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and 
Pushchairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing 
Rods and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass, and 
Steel, and Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and 
Ornamental Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; 
Ropes of Steel and Hemp, Cordage, and String. Apply to: 
—Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street. 
Birmingham. 


Seconp ScorrisH IpeEAL Homes Exnisirion— 
Edinburgh, January 3lst-February 14th. 
Industrial Hall, Annandale Street, Edinburgh. 

Busrness Krrrcrency Exursirrion— 

Central Hall, Westminster, 8.W. 1. February 7th-17th, 
from 12 noon to 9 p.m. daily. Admission free to 
Business Men. Organised by the Office Appliances 
Trade Association, 37, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

DunpezE Mopern Homes Exuririon— 

February 2lst-March 3rd. Organised by J. R. 
Hainsworth, Caird Hall, Dundee. 

IpeaL Homes ExXnuHIsitIion— 

Olympia, March 4th-17th. Organised by Associated 
Newspapers, Ltd., 130, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4. 





Apply :— 


EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 





BREWERS’ AND ALLIED TRADE EXHIBITION— 
Industrial Hall, Edinburgh. March 14th-24th. Organ- 
ised by T. Williamson, Esq., Industrial Hall, Annan- 
dale Street, Edinburgh. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC FarR— 
Holland Park Hall, March 15th-24th. Apply to:— 
Organising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southampton 
Row, London, W.C. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL DOMESTIC AND Economy EXHIBITION— 
Waverley Market, Edinburgh. March 15th-24th, 
Apply :—Northern Counties Trades Exhibitions, Royal 
Chambers, Midland Street, Hull, or 19, Waverley 
Market, Edinburgh. 

INTERNATIONAL DoMeEstic EcoNoMy AND TRADE EXHIBIIION—-- 
Hull, April 20th-May 5th. Apply :—Northern Counties 
Trades Exhibitions, Royal Chambers, Midland Street, 
Hull. 





OVERSEAS. 
BRAZILIAN CENTENARY EXHIBITION— 


{10 DE JANEIRO. 
BririsH Section. APpLy TO :—DEPARTMENT OF OVER- 

SEAS TRADE, 35, OLD QUEEN STREET, LONDON, S8S.W. | 

INTERNATIONAL Motor EXHisiITIon— 
Rio de Janeiro, November Ist-March 3lst. In con- 
nection with the Brazilian Centenary Exhibition. 
Particulars may be obtained from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1 
(Reference I. B. 7394.) 

BRUSSELS SALON D’ AUTOMOBILE— 
January 13th-24th. 

AMSTERDAM MOTOR AND CYCLE SHOW— 
February 9th-Isth. Organised by “ Vereeniging 
Rijuielen en Automobiel-Industrie.”’ (Particulars obtain- 
able from Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. | 

New York EXuIsirion 0oF INVENTIONS-—- 
Grand Central Palace, February 17th-22nd. 

RELGIAN AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION 
Brussels, February 17th-26th. Organised by Société 
Mecanique et d’Industrie Agricole. 

Krussets Moior Cycle AND CycLe EXureirioNn 


Palais d’Egmont, February 24th-March 7t. Apply 
to :—Secrétariat Général, 64, Rue de Enseigi.ement, 
Brussels. 

ZAGREB SAMPLES F ArR— 
March. 


Lyons SprinGc Farr— 
March Ist-1]5th. 

PRAGUE SAMPLE Fatrr— 

March I1th-I8th. Official Representative fcr Great 
Britain, Mr. J. Sykora, 26, Gloucester Road, London, 
N.W. 1 

SARCELONA INIERNATIONAL SAMPLES FAIR 
March 17th-2k&th. Organising Committee, Plaza Antonio 
Lopez 15, Barcelona. 

Soutn AFrican Ranp SHow-- 

March 2&th-April 2nd. Organised ty the Witwaters- 
rand Society. Apply to:—NSecretary, Natal Bank 
Chambers. Market Sireet, Johannesburg. 

CoLOGNE SAMPLES Farr— 

Spring. 
Miitan SAmpies Fatr— 
April. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL EXHIBITION— 

New York. April 9%th-l4th. Particulars may be 
obtained from the Department of Overseas Trade. 

BRUSSELS COMMERCIAL FAarR— 

April 9th-25th. 

Swiss SAMPLes Farr— 

Basle, April 14th-24th. 

GENEVA PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION- 

May. Further particulars ond application forms from 
Exhibitions and Fairs Division, Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FURNISHING EXHIBITION-— 
May-June. Particulars obtainable from Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1 

TuRIN PHoTOGRAPHTC AND CINEMATOGRAPH EXHIBITION— 
May and June. Apply to:—Chamber of Commerce, 
Turin. 

(JOTHENBURG JUBILEE EXHIBITION— 
May-September. 

BorpDEAUX SAMPLES FarR— 

June 15th-30th. Apply :—7, Rue du Maréchal-Joffre. 
Bordeaux. 





fNore.—The above list is not intended to include all ferth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is en 
file and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions. and 
Fairs Division, Denartment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1.] 
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[Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General 
of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated Ist January, 
is as under : 











SEASON. 
During the week ending 3lst December weather was 
generally dry, except that there was nearly general rain 


in North Baluchistan and local in South-East Madras 
Coast during the latter part of the week. 
CONDITIONS OF CROPS. 
Prospects unchanged. 
MARKETS. 
Cotton—28th Decernber—-Bombay cotton marke 


steady. Fine M.G. Oomras Rs. 423 December—January: 
Rs. 419 March. 

Jute—29th December.—Calcutta jute market steady 
but little business done. Hessians steady but dull; 
ready 9 porters Rs. 20 annas 11: 11 porters Rs. 24 annas 4. 

Rice—29th December.—Rangoon rice market, small 
millers sold old crops at Rs. 445, big mills quoted Rs. 402, 
annas 8. Small mills—new crops—Rs. 440 sellers ; Rs. 435 
buvers ; paddy Rs. 165 boat, and 160 rail. 


BANK Rate. 
Imperial Bank of India rate raised to 7 per cent. from 
28th December. 





GLUE MAKING IN MADRAS. 


Among the new developments that owe their inception 
to the imttiative of the Madras Department of Industries 
the manufacture of glue at tropical temperatures is by no 
means the least important, states “‘ The Indian Trade 
Journal.’’ One of the many commercial secrets revealed 
by the war was the fact that a very large quantity of 
tannery waste trom the Madras Presidency was exported 
to Germany, presumably for the manufacture of glue, and 
the closing of the Continental markets to fleshings caused 
a great accumulation of this valuable material. 

At the instance of the Director of Industries, an attempt 
was made in 1916 to manufacture glue locally from fleshings, 
which, though not completely successful, was such as to 
encourage further experiment in the direction of devising 
some method of making glue solutions set to a jelly at the 
temperatures generally prevailing in Madras. 

Early in 1917, when the Indian Munitions Board were 
seeking for supplies of glue in India for use in aeroplane 
construction, Mr. K. C. Srinivasa Aiyangar, at that time 
a lecturer at the Leather Trades Institute, was asked by 
the Director of Industries to complete the investigations 
previously initiated. After further research and some 
practical experiments at Peranbur, a method of treating 
the fleshings was evolved which yielded a glue which set 
under the most adverse climatic conditions. 

General prosperity in trade would conduce greatly 
towards the improvement of the glue industry and the severe 
trade depression since 1920 has made the economic pro- 
duction of glue much more difficult than it was before. 
In order to reduce manufacturing costs the hide glue 
factories should gravitate towards the leather centres, so as 
to ensure a steacly supply of raw material at a cheap rate, 
and each glue factory should have as adjuncts to it small 
industries manufacturing roller composition, emery sheet 
and sand-paper. The market in India for glue as disclosed 
by the sea-borne trade returns is considerably larger than 
was generally supposed ; in the fiscal year 1920-21, glue 
to the amount of 1,046 cwt. was imported by Madras 
alone. 

The factory in Madras, which is in the experimental 
Stage at present, has been under departmenta' management 
since it was reopened in the beginning of the current year. 
The factory is capable of turning out 80 tons or more of glue 
monthly, but for the present deals only with about 15 tons 
of raw materials and turns out 3 to 4 tons of glue per 
month. The glue produced is of excellent quality and 
suited to high class furniture work, book-binding and roller 
composition. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continwed. 
CANADA. 








AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS AND 


PROSPECTS. 


In his recent Report* on Financial, Industrial and 
Commercial Conditions in Canada, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Canada and Newfoundland states that 
of the grand total of 740,240,680 dols., representing the 
value of all Canadian exports for the year ended 31st 
March, 1922, agricultural products contributed approxi- 
mately 400,000,000 dols., or 54 per cent. The chief con- 
tributors to this figure were grains and milled products, 
which account for 37 per cent. of the total value of the 
exports of the country. 


PRINCIPAL GRAIN CROPs. 


In 1921 the five principal grain crops (wheat, oats? 
barley, rye and flax) yielded a total of nearly 632,000,000 
bushels in Western Canada, or nearly 77 per cent. of the 
total production for the whole of the Dominion. The 
following teble shows the relative grain production of the 
Dominion during 1921, together with the average annual 
yield for the whole Dominion in the five year period 


1916-1920: 




















Dominion Totals. Prairie Provinces. 
‘ Percentage of 
1921. 5 year average. Bushels. Dominion total 
Bushels. Bushels. 

W heat 300,858,100 , 228,409,000 | 280,098,000 | 91 per cent. 
Oats .. | 426,232,900 432,926,000 - | 284,147,500 | 67 per cent. 
Barley 59,709,100 58.926.000 44,681,600 74 per cent. 
Rye ‘ae 21,455. 260 7,300,000 19,109,700 4] per cent. 
Flax ... 4,111,800 6,744,000 3,915,000 | 96 per cent. 
812,367,160 | 734,391,000 | 651,981,800 | 77 per cent. 


The average prices per bushel of Western Canadian 
grain and other crops produced in 1921 and for the five 
year period, 1916-1920 (the latter in brackets), are as 
follows :—Wheat 0°81 dols. (1°81 dols); Oats, 0°34 dols. 
(0°65 dols.) ; barley, 0°47 dols. (1°00 dols.) ; rye, O° 72 dols. 
(1°40 dols.) ; flax, 1°44 dols. (2°66 dols.) ; potatoes, 0°77 
dols. (0°95 dols.); turnips and mangolds, 0°34 = dols. 
(0-44 dols.) ; and hay (per ton), 23°56 dols. (17°03 dols.} 
[t will be seen that, with the exception of hay, all field 
crops show heavy declines in prices during 1921, compared 
with the five year average immediately preceding. Com- 
paring prices for 1921 with 1920, it wall be seen that 
wheat declined 50 per cent., Oats 3 per cent., barley 3 
per cent., rye 46 per cent., and flax 26 per cent. 


PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. 

The agricultural outlook in Canada this year is generally 
satisfactory. Seeding was quite late im many <listricts, 
but plenty of moisture and considerable warm weather 
has enabled the crop largely to overcome this. 

A large and increased acreage of fall rye throughout the 
West is indicated. ‘This is reported in goed condition, all 
in head. In Quebee an exceptional hay crop ts expected. 

Recent reports indicate that, generally speaking, the 
grain crop has reached maturity in good condition, and it 
is anticipated that the yield will be rather more than the 


average for the past decade. 


AREA UNDER SEED. 


The total area seeded to all grains in Western Canada is 
approximately 30,000,000 acres, of which two-thnrds are 
in wheat, Alberta showing an increase, and Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba small decreases. In coarse grains, the 
acreage seeded is reported as showing a substantial increase. 
The total area seeded to wheat shows a decrease of 2,000,000 
acres compared with last year, and the increase in the area 
seeded to coarse grains is mainly due to heavy rains during 
the seeding time. Coarse grains can be sown later than 
wheat. 

FarRM LIVESTOCK. 


For 1921 values for all descriptions of farm livestock 
show an extraordinary decrease compared with 1920, and 
are, in most cases, below values ruling pre-war. ‘laking 
horses, cows and beef cattle, hogs and wool as a basis for 


[*Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 2s. 3d. net, 28. 5d. post free. | 
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comparison, the following values (in Western Caneda) are 
shown :— 


en 


1915. 1920. 1921. 








Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Horses ‘per head) - oe 120 107 84 
Milch cows (per head) ... a 74 85 57 
Other cattle (per head) ... om 48 51 30 
Swine (per 100 lb live weight)... 8 15 i 
Wool (per lb. washed) ... sag ‘21 18 | 10 
Wool (per Ib. unwashed) poe "25 | ‘26 "15 


The past has been disastrous for many owners of live- 
stock, but, there are, however, signs that the worst is 
over. Values have recently shown some improvement over 
those prevailing towards the end of last year. 


Datry PRODUCTs. 


The dairying industry in 1921 weathered the storm of 
depression somewhat better than any other branch of 
agriculture. All the provinces, with the exception of 
Prince Edward Island, show an increase in production of 
creamery butter. The total quantity of butter produced 
during the year 1921 amounted to 122,776,580 Ilb.—an 
increase of more than 11,000,000 lb. over 1920. Owing to 
the fall in price, the value in 1921 was nearly 17,750,000 
dols. less than in 1920, the average wholesale price of 
creamery butter dropping from 56 cents per lb. in 1920 to 
37 cents in 1921. 


The total quantity of factory cheese produced during 
1921.was 161,062,626 lb., an increase of nearly 11,800,000 
lb. over the year 1920, but with a decrease of valuc of 
nearly 10,500,000 dols., the average wholesale price having 
dropped from 26 cents per lb. in 1920 to 17 cents in 1921. 
Both Alberta and Manitoba more than doubled their 
production last year, and all the other provinces showed 
increases except New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island. 

Dairying will probably take an increasingly important 
place in the agricultural life of the country as the 
stabilising value of mixed farming becomes more widely 
recognised, but it may be noted that while the production 
of butter has increased from a little over 36,000,000 Ib. in 
1900 to the highest figure yet attained (122,776,580 Ib.) 
in 1921, and the prices steadily advanced from 19067 till 
1920, the production of cheese, which amounted to roughly 
221,000,000 Ib. in 1900, has suffered a considerable decline. 
This downward movement was arrested somewhat during 
the war period, but from 1918 till last year, when an in- 
crease was again shown, the decline was again in progress. 


FARM IMPLEMENTS. 


Retail prices of farm implements reached the peak in 
the spring of 1921, and a fair trade was recorded until 
midsummer. Low returns for all kinds of farm produce, 
and high prices for implements then brought about a 
cessation of buying of the latter, and during the past ten 
months the farm implement trade has been distinctly 
quiet. Very heavy stocks of some lines of implements 
were carried over in the West during the past winter. 
The last two months have witnessed some drastic reduc- 
tions in prices, particularly in farm tractors. It is unlikely 
that the farm implement trade will show much improve- 
ment until the present season’s crop is_ assured. 
Granted a reasonably good grain crop, the trade in these 
lines should be brisk next fall and in the early spring of 
1923. A recent survey of farm tractors in use in Western 
Canada states that the number now exceeds 33,000. The 
sales of tractors were heaviest in 1920, when over 10,000 
were sold in the prairie provinces. The number of farm 
tractors sold in 1920 was 3,400, the majority being from 
11-25 h.p. and 14-30 h.p. The trend throughout Western 
Canada is for individual ownership of farm machinery 
rather than a co-operative or partnership basis for large 
power equipment. It is considered that British-made 
tractors and small stationary engines will successfully 
compete with the American product in the very near 
future. 

The demand for dairy equipment is likely to increase. 
and to this branch of the industry the United Kingdom 
manufacturers might give more serious attention than 
heretofore. Western Canada is increasing its production 
of butter, whereas in pre-war years large quantities of 
dairy produce were imported. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 
PAPUA. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADE. 


According to the Annual Report on Papua for the year 
ended 30th June, 1921, recently laid before the Parliament 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, imports have increased 
by £62,000 to £484,770 against £422,741 into Papua in the 
prev ious year, but this had no general significance, for the 
increase was accounted for by additional importations by 
the Commonwealth and the local Governme nt, and was no 
indication of industrial activity ; Customs duties decreased 
by £3,434. 

Exports decreased by nearly £100,000 to £172,672 
against £270,481 in 1919-20. The fall in the price of copra 
and rubber probably more than accounted for this decrease. 
Thus, 220 tons of rubber, of a value of £28,966, were 
exported ; in the previous year the amount was 242 tons, 
of a value of £41,542. Had the price kept up the amount 
exported would doubtless have been considerably in excess 
of the previous year, for tapping was stopped on many 
estates when the price fell below the cost of production. 
So with copra. In 1919-20 4,080 tons, valued at £124,035, 
were exported; in the year under review 2,984 tons, 
valued at £68,579. This decrease of 1.100 tons was due 
to (a) the fact that less native copra was purchased ; and 
(6) a certain quantity of plantation copra being held back 
in expectation of a higher price. 


EUROPE. 


FRANCE, 


FOREIGN TRADE RECOVERY. 
(From the British Embassy.) 

















PARIS. 

The returns of French foreign trade for the first eleven 
months of 1922 show that the value of imports amounted 
to 20,977 million frs., as against 19,490 million frs. in the 
corresponding period of 1921, an increase of nearly 13 
milliard frs., and that of exports to 17,863 million frs., 
as against 18,078 million frs., a decrease of about 215 
million frs. The value of imports of raw materials shows 
an increase of 2,166 million frs., and that of exports of 
manufactured articles a decrease of 556 million frs. During 
the period under review the value of imports has exceeded 
that of exports by 3,114 million frs., as against only 1,412 
million frs. in the same period of 1921. 


NOVEMBER BALANCE OF TRADE. 


During November there was a considerable increase in 
the value of imports in comparison with the preceding 
months and a decline in the value of exports, particularly 
of foodstuffs and manufactured articles. The increase 
as regards imports concerns raw materials and is probably 
due to some extent to a rise in price’and in the value of 
foreign currencies. The unfavourable trade _ balance, 
which in October only amounted to 171} millions, rose to 
642 millions in November. 


WEIGHTS OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


A comparison of weights shows that imports have risen 
from over 35 million tons in the first eleven months of 
1921 to nearly 463 million tons in the same period of the 
present year, an increase of nearly 11} million tons, and 
that exports have risen from 14} million tons to a little 
over 20 million tons, an increase of about 5} million tons. 
Imports of raw materials have increased by 5,339,000 tons. 

If the returns of the period under review be compared 
with those for 1913, it will be seen that imports for the 
first eleven months of 1922 are higher in value by 13,383 
million frs., and in weight by 6,466,000 tons, and exports 
by 11,6283 million frs. and 158,813 tons. The Customs 
Department observe, as reported in the “ Temps,” that 
the increase in value is no doubt due to the depreciation 
of the franc but that the increase in volume shows that 
French foreign trade has recovered its pre-war activity. 


EcoNomist’s ViEW OF TRADE RESULTS. 


Monsieur Romier, the well-known economist, in an 
article published in the ‘“ Journee Industrielle,’’ remarks 
that if the values be estimated by the gold standard the 
unfavourable trade balance appears to be lower than it 
was in 1913. The deficit in that year amounted to a little 
over 14 milliard frs., whereas for 1922 it will be at the most 
34 milliard frs. This result would give an index figure of 
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2-2, which is lower than the index number indicating the 
rise in prices actually recorded. He goes on to remark 
that France has always had an unfavourable trade balance 
but that before the war the deficit was made good by French 
holdings of foreign securities. He omits, however, to 
indicate the other important items in the invisible exports 
of France, whose sum total represents a large figure and 
whose yield has not ceased. His conclusions are that the 
results of foreign trade for 1922 are less favourable than in 
1921 (Since the uniavourable trade balance has more than 
doubled as a result of an increase in imports of raw materials 
not counter-balanced hy a corresponding increase in exports 
of manufactured Zoods ) but that internal trade has been 
active. 





SWEDEN. 





CONDITIONS IN DECEMBER 


; >ryy ‘ > >. 7 
(JI ARI Kl, 1922, 

The last months of 1922 have witnessed a slight though 
persistent revival in business activity and many lines of 
industrial production display a continuous increase of 
| ‘Economic Review,’ compiled by the 


BUSINESS 


output, States tiv 
Swedish Board of Trade. On the other hand the agricul- 
tural situation has not improved - the crops of the vear 
| 


were satisiactory for grain as well as for sugar beets and 


potatoes, but the tall in corn prices during the autumn con- 
sumed a large part of the farmers’ income. 

However, improvement is not homogeneous throughout 
industry and two differently favoured groups may be 
readily discerned. The majority of staple industries, 
mainly working for foreign markets, had quite a number of 
orders during the shipping season, but the iron industry 
and the mechanical trades form important exceptions. 

Iuxports ot wood goods, pulp, paper and matches, as 
well as the iron ore shipments from the North of Sweden 
are steadily increasing and in some cases (chemical pulp, 
news print) are exceeding by far the pre-war returns. 
Some industries mainly producing for home consumption, 
such as the textile, leather and foodstuffs trades, are also 
working up to normal capacity, and the chemical plants 
(superphosphates, calctum carbide, chlorates and nitrates) 
are resuming work. 

The production Ol pig-iron and steel shows a slow but 
vradual increase, but the machine-shops are still very far 
from normal occupation, which also may be said of the 
electrical industry and the shipyards. Thus the mechanical! 
industry at large is rather under the spell of depression and 
still forms a contrast to the general return of prosperity. 
However, since the time of deepest depression, in the middle 
of 1921, there has been a general and indisputable increase 
of work in all trades, and unemployment is generally 
dlecreasing. 

Such being the case,itisa surprising tact that speculation 
and new capitalisation still seem to be almost extinguished, 
but the explanation is to be found in the thoroughness of 
deflation in Sweden as well as in other high currency 
countries. The last months, however, have shown many 
signs indicative of a conclusion of liquidation and a possible 
return to greater activity in the money-market. 


AFRICA. 


MOROCCO, 


INDUSTRY AND TRADE OF THE FRENCH 
ZLON E. 

The general economic conditions in the Protectorate 
to-day are a cause of anxiety but not of alarm, states H.M. 
Consul at Casablanca (Mr. C. E. Heathcote-Smith) in his 
contribution to the annual Report* on Algeria, Tunis 
and Morocco. ‘The crops have been fair to poor; most 
business houses are engaged in enterprises that give an 
insufficient yield on the capital invested ; since the boom 
of 1920 land values have fallen from 30 to 50 per cent., and 
the wealth of the towns correspondingly ;: banks have 
acivanced loans on most of the real property in new Casa- 
blanca and elsewhere, and cannot realise: taxation has 
reached, and in some cases passed, the economic limit ; 
everywhere expenses are being cut down, the incoming 








. 


* Survey of the Economic and Commercial Conditions in Algeria, 
Tunis and Mo» rocco, is published for the Department of Overseas 
Trade by HM. Stationery Office ; price 3s. 9d. net, post free 
3s. 114d, 
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“colonists”” have not equalled in numbers those returning 
to France, while several important French firms which ha‘ 
opened branches here have closed down their Moroccan 
ventures and cut their losses. 

Despite these pessimistic signs, there have so far been 
scarcely any bankruptcies of importance, and, given 
reasonably good fortune, the crisis should be weathered 
and the country make good. Yet the figures for the past 
two years show that Morocco is annually purchasing abroa| 
at the rate of £15,000,000, and only selling overseas some 
£5,000,009. It is true that part of this excess is being spent 
in fitting out the country with the modern equipment 
necessary for her new destinies, but the growing burden 
makes the immediate future the more difficult to negotiate. 


POLITICAL STABILITY. 


The greatest economic factor possessed by the Pro- 
tectorate is its political stability. The European crisis 
that has upset the exchanges and markets of the world 
has had its repercussion here. But where the hrenech Zone 
is favoured above other countries is in the remarkably 
stable political setting within which its economic life ts 
being developed. The authorities lay down programmes 
for railways, roads, ports, agriculture, development ot 
towas or of mineral resources, opening up of new districts ; 
the requisite eredits are obtained trom France, the pro 
grammes are proceeded with automatically, effectiv: 
Opposition hitherto has been unknown, and neither rebel 
lion, civil cormmotion nor. strikes intertere with the 
methodical fulfilment of the projects. nis great asset ot 
the Protectorate is not lightly to be disregarded. 


AcTIVITY OF THE BUILDING TRADE. 


The most bewildering feature in the Protectorate ts the 
continuous activity in the building trade. Despite slimp 
conditions in nearly every branch of commerce and indus 
try, new buildings, often on a magnificent scale, ar 
springing up in the towns, particularly in Casablanca. 
Large blocks of superb flats, shops and warehouses, not to 
mention the Government Palais de Justice, the Municipal 
Theatres and other fine edifices which the authorities are 
erecting, are everywhere in course of construction. Whole 
quarters are springing up and the impression of an urgent 
demand is given The following figures give some in‘lica- 
tion of this feverish activity in Casablanca : 


Year. suilding permits granted. Capital engaged (frs. 
1920 » ada 44e ail ree 61,000,000 
1921 iy 1.203 45.000.000 

(April to June) 1922 477 2S ITO.O00 
a rate of progross which, in a time of slump, is fantastic. 
The only explanation—-and it is but partial eems to b 


that several building societies have been formed in France 
and elsewhere, capital has been subscribed, and it is thought 
better policy to build now when material and labour are 
no longer at zenith prices than to return the capital to the 
subscribers. Some few are building now in the belief that 
prices of raw material will soar again. Thus cement, which 
in boom days was 900 frs. per ton, is but 120 frs. to-day 
and labour also is less highly paid, It would seem that 
either Casablanca will need another boom year to fill all 
these new buildings profitably, or else rents-—to-day still 
unduly high—-must fall by nearly 100 per cent.-—and in 
this latter case the yield on the capital invested will be 
distinctly unremunerative. 

This haste to build must be looked on essentialiy as 
illustrative, firstly of a confidence in the ultimate future 
of Morocco—and more particularly of Casablanca—and 
secondly of distrust of the future course of the franc 
exchange ; the theory being that paper notes converted 
into the solid tangible worth represented by buildings are 
proof against depreciation below a reasonable level, and 
have no little potentiality of appreciation. 


OTHER INDUSTRIES: PROMISING OUTLOOK. 


Some over capitalised industries have had to close down 
but in the main there is still prosperity possible for those 
existing, and when conditions improve a further extension 
is certainly to be anticipated. Among recent additions 
there is a large steam mill at Casablanca with a capacity 
of as much as 120 tons a day (Moulins du Maghreb), which, 
with other existing mills, imply that Casablanca can now 
turn out some 230 tons of flour per day. 

The 1920 figures show that the industries represented in 
the Protectorate included flour mills, paste food factories, 
brick kilns, steam bakeries, hydraulic lime and cement fac- 
tories, tile and pipe factories, foundries, saw mills and agricul- 
tural machine works, carriage and furniture works, tallow and 
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soap factories, printing presses, oil mills, breweries, motor 
repair works, water works, electricity stations, etc. The 
horse power represented was 6,000, the hands employed 
3,200, and the capital 56 million frs. This was spread over 
185 different undertakings ; 1922 figures are probably 
15 per cent. higher. It will thus be seen that the Protecto- 
rate is aiming at becoming self-sufficing wherever possible, 
and is steadily advancing along sound and obvious lines. 


OvERSEAS TRADE. 


Total imports have for the past two years exceeded the 
exports in the proportion of three to one, viz., imports 
£15,000,000, exports £5,000,000, as stated above. This 
is surely but a normal condition for a country in its economic 
infancy, and, provided the age of maturity when output 
excels absorption is not too long deferred, can be welcomed 
as proof that the requisite equipment for future develop- 
ments is being provided. The present heavy excess of 
imports over exports will continue until the phosphate 
exploitation has realised expectations, which will not be 
likely to occur before 1925; after this the figures should 
approximately balance. 

The chief countries trading with the Protectorate in the 
past years have been France, the United Kingdom and 
Spain. Since pre-war times France has steadily held some 
50 per cent. of the import trade and periodically more than 
this of the export trade, though in 1921 her share fell to 
about 45 per cent. Spain has recently figured largely 
in this market, and after taking less than 1 per cent. of 
Morocean exports in 1917 and 1918, absorbed nearly 
160,000 tons in 1921, or about 44 per cent. of the total. 

Great Britain, which hitherto had been Morocco’s next 
best customer after France, now dispossessed by Spain, 
drops to the third place. In the first six months of 
1922 Great Britain holds second place in the imports 
(62 million frs.) as against France’s 193-5 and Belgium 
(third place) 16-5, United States of America 13-7, and 
Spain 10-4 million frs. 

In the same period Great Britain ranked third in the 
exports with 11-2 million frs., against France 31, and Spain 
19-7, and was followed by Italy with 1-1 million frs., who 
alone of other countries had purchased here above a million 
frs. value of goods. 

Belgium is noticeably forging ahead in this market, 
principally in cement, sugar, rails, machinery and (in tran- 
sit) petrol, while nearly all other nations remain stationary 
orretrocede. The United States are responsible for practic- 
ally all the petrol imported, but nearly all their other home 
produce imports have ceased, notably flour, owing to the 
high exchange. 


UNITED KINGDOM EXPORTS TO THE PROTECTORATR. 


The history of our export trade to Morocco during the 
past few years makes melancholy reading, except in sc 
far as textiles and coal are concerned. 

In cotton goods British imports have held about 90 
per cent. of the trade since 1918 and there appears no 
immediate likelihood of dispossession. In woollen piece- 
goods Great Britain has held about 25 per cent. of the 
imports and despite exchange her position appears relatively 
safe. In the cheaper classes of goods especially France and 
Spain compete with about 25 per cent. and 15 per cent. of 
the trade respectively. 

British coal has held about 90 per cent. of this market 
since 1918, France and Belgium supplying the remainder. 

Copper kettles, brass candlesticksand  electro-plate 
goods are British to about 75 per cent. British galvanised 
kettles and buckets have fallen from 75 per cent. of the 
trade in 1918 to about 50 per cent. in 1922; Belgium and 
Czecho-Slovakia are the progressing competitors. In 
pewter tea-pots France is making headway at Great Bri- 
tain’s expense and the latter now holds less than 50 per 
cent. of the trade. Her high exchange is the sole reason. 

Industrial machinery is now barely 25 per cent. British, 
France having captured the market. In agricultural 
machinery Canada and the United States of America 
compete against us successfully ; France holds the market 
only in the cheaper machines. 

Great Britain’s falling off in the market for soap may be 
roughly estimated at from 80 per cent. of the trade in 1919, 
to 60 per cent. in 1920, with a further decline to 45 per 
cent. in 1921, and a fall to 15 per cent. in the first half of 
1922. Adverse exchange and successful French competi- 
tion, except in blue mottled soap, are responsible. Mar- 
seilles now supplies 80 per cent. of the soap, and in soft 
soap Great Britain has disappeared from the market. 





























IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





A somewhat similar decline in imports of British made 
candles has been due to the same causes as has the shrink- 
age in the imports of British soap. Italy now holds a firm 
place in the market with two brands and Belgium follows 
her with another. French candles represent 5 to 10 per 
cent. of the total. 

The trend of British trade in tea has been more disastrous 
than in any other article, and it appears to be definitely 
moribund. During the war local merchants learnt to deal 
direct with Shanghai, with transhipment at Marseilles, 
with a consequent saving in freight, and still more of com- 
mission expenses. They purchase on standard samples 
from Shanghai during the June and July season, and so far 
the trade has run smoothly. 

BritisH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


A British Chamber of Commerce for the French Zone 
of Morocco was founded at Casablanca in the spring of 
1922 to defend and promote British trade interests and 
relations with the United Kingdom. Already the meetings 
held by the committee, all of whom are British subjects, 
have done good service in bringing them together, and this 
organisation is likely to prove of growing utility. Among 
its other functions, it is ready to assist in finding agents 
or representatives for British firms. 


ASIA. 


CHINA. 








TRADE OF PORT OF CHANGSHA. 


(From the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. Legation at 
Peking. ) 
SHANGHATL, 

The trade of the Port of Changsha (Hunan Province) 
during September «juarter, 1922, showed an improvement on 
the whole as compared with the previous quarter. The 
revenue from Customs duties amounted to 84,064 Haikwan 
taels, an increase of 17,669 taels compared with the 
corresponding «(juarter of 1921, mainly owing to large ship- 
ments of ores of various kinds, export dues being responsible 
for some 70 per cent. of the total collection. 


Ex PORT OF RICE. 


As the embargo on the export of rice remained in force 
throughout the quarter, the amount exported was confined 
to 2,401 piculs for “ships’ use.” In consequence of the 
good harvest the price for first quality rice steadily declined 
from the beginning of July to the end of the quarter. 


IMPROVED ImMporRT TRADE. 


Prospects of import trade became bright for the first 
time since the port began to feel the effects of the genera] 
depression two years ago. With the gradual return of 
peace to the province there has been a steady forward 
movement in imports of foreign commodities of almost every 
description. The import figures for piece-goods, aniline 
dyes, artificial indigo, window glass, machinery, needles, 
toilet soap and sugar are almost double those of the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1921. 


SETTER Export TRADE. 


Exporters of native produce were able to record fairly 
brisk business on the whole. Exports of granite and ores, 
such as antimony, manganese and zinc, continued to 
increase, but lead and lead ore, tin in slabs and wolfram 
showed a slight retrograde movement on account of the 
lessened demand on the European markets. Among 
sundries large advances were made in exports of hemp, 
firecrackers, paper of inferior grade, and paper umbrellas. 

MINING ACTIVITIES. 

The chief mineral exports were lead ore, zine ore, lead 
pig, antimony regulus or oxide, manganese and coal. The 
minor exports were spelter, white arsenic oxide, zine oxide, 
wolframite, tin and graphite, and lead and zine ores. 
Wolframite and antimony as regulus and oxide were shipped 
overseas, the other exports being local. 

Lead and zine ores come from the Shuikouchan State 
mines near Hangchow. Hitherto exports have been from 
the accumulations of the war vears ; after next May these 
stocks will be exhausted and at most some 10,000 tons zine 
ore anc 6,000 tons of lead ore may be exported each year 
until the mine stops for want of ore. Depletion is near 
unless new ore bodies are discovered. 

The Lungwanshan mine has not been opened in modern 
times, although it is only one mile from the Shuikoushan 








mine 
lead 
6,006 
The 
tons 
Sout. 
in th 

An 
Huns 
Kwai 
from 
(;ern 
the ] 
have 
price: 
have 
cleter 

Wi 
relied 
reaso 
to op 
arsen 
prelir 
guara 
ment 


The 
the N 
ment 
of do 
ot fin 
disap} 
met f 
the w 
of cu 
dowm 
progr 
in ind 
( rops 
despit 
produ 
trade 

The 
trom 
the F 
large, 
SO et 
operat 
busine 
of the 
The 2 
stable 
of the 

Dur 
towar'e 
stabil 
factor: 
eounti 
dition 
the po 
it the 
1923, 
stantii 
below 


The 
m the 
are lar 
spicuo 
~ prom 
is abo 
paid f 
the to 














923. 


nade 
rink- 
firm 
llows 
) per 


Trous 
itely 
deal 
illes, 
-om- 
iples 
9 far 


Zone 
a4 ot 
anc 
ings 
cts, 
this 
ioOng 
ents 


, @ 


I. 

1ce ) 
fF on 
The 
van 
the 
lIp- 
ible 


ree 
ned 
the 
ned 


rly 
es, 
to 
1m 
he 
ng 
Ip, 


AS. 


ad 
he 
le, 
3S. 


ect 


te 
im 
se 
Lic 
ar 
ar 


rn 
wn 











JanvuaRy 4, 1923. THE BOARD OF 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





mine. Large outcrops of iron pyrites with good evidence of 
lead ores underneath have warranted a contract for boring 
6,000 feet with diamond drills being let to a British firm. 
The Chinchuantang-Tachiling mine exported about 500 
tons of lead ore this year. The mine is near Chenchow in 
South Hunan. There are numerous other lead zinc mines 
in the near vicinity. 

Antimony mines are numerous in the western part of 
Hunan, but the only ones working are those near Hsi 
Kwang Shan and Sinhua, about 100 miles east-south-east 
from Changsha, Here are two smelting works built by 
Germans before the war, and now leased by them from 
the Hunan Government. Being on the spot these firms 
have the best chance to buy regulus or oxide at cheapest 
prices and, having organised their markets in Europe, 
have practically a monopoly of the antimony trade. No 
determined British effort has been made to capture it. 

With a stable Government whose contracts could be 
relied on and whose control of private enterprise was 
reasonable, there would be inducement for foreign capital 
to open out lead, zine, coal, antimony, tungsten, tin and 
arsenic mines by the formation of joint companies. But 
preliminary expenses would be so large that without such 
guarantee as above British capital can find better employ- 
ment in other quarters. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





BUSINESS PROSPECTS FOR 1935. 


The outlook for 1923 is for fairly stable business, states 
the National Bank of Commerce in New York. Improve- 
ment during the past year has been primarily the result 
of domestic demand. Stocks both of raw materials and 
of finished goods, in process of reduction throughout 1921, 
disappeared so rapidly that during 1922 demand had to be 
met from current production. Despite labour troubles of 
the worst sort the country passed rapidly from a condition 
of curtailed output and widespread unemployment to 
downright labour shortage. A tremendous construction 
programme has been carried out with consequent activity 
in industries producing building materials and accessories. 
Crops have been good and they have moved fairly rapidly 
despite car shortage, while prices for some agricultural 
products have improved materially. Wholesale and retail 
trade are satisfactory. 

The situation as to money and credit is not far different 
trom that as to goods. Much foreign gold has come into 
the Federal reserve system, swelling reserves already too 
large, and slow liquidation of frozen credits has continued. 
So efficiently has the United States banking system 
operated, however, that the credit needs of expanding 
business have been fully cared for without the development 
of the tendency to inflation which has been so much feared. 
The American money market has probably been more 
stable during the past twelve months than in any year 
of the last decade. 

During 1922 the United States made great 
toward a condition of industrial, mercantile and credit 
stability. The course of business in 1923 depends on two 
factors: domestic demand and the situation in other 
countries. Maintenance of demand is 
ditional upon preventing the increase of labour costs to 
the point which will force prices out of reach of large classes 
f the buying public. If conditions abroad improve during 
1923, business in the United States should show sub- 
stantial gains. At the worst it ought not to fall materially 
below the levels of the latter part of the year just closed. 


pre Yress 


domestic COTIL- 





LATIN AMERICA. 





PANAMA. 





TRADE CONDITIONS IN 1921. 

The foreign trade of Panama depends almost entirely 
nm the retail trade within the Republic. The imports 
are largely food, clothing and luxuries and there is a con- 
spicuous absence in the list of anything in the nature of 
productive ” imports. Further, the value of the imports 
is about five times that of the exports and the balance is 
paid for by the wages of the canal worker, the money of 
the tourist and the receipts from sales to shipping. 
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All these factors, states the Acting British Consul at 
Colon in the recent Report* on the Economic and Financial 
Situation in the Republics of Panama and Costa Rica, 
which go to make up the purchasing power of Panama, 
have been adversely affected during the year. ‘The working 
force of the Panama Canal has again been drastically reduced, 
the reduction since June, 1920, being more than 50 per 
cent. The tourist trade has been small, and the cancella- 
tion of the visit of the United States Atlantie and Pacific 
fleets caused heavy losses to many of the merchants. This, 
coupled with the falling off of shipping, due to world trade 
depression and the lack of demand and low prices offering 
for Panama’s exports, has brought on the worst trade 
crisis which the country has yet had to face. 

One result of the stagnation of trade has been to focus the 
attention of the whole community on the commercial 
welfare of the Republic, and many proposals have been 
made with a view to improving matters. The net result 
has been that extensive arrangements have heen mace tor 
advertising Panama in order to attract tourists, and more 
attention is being paid to the development ot local pro- 
duction and industry. 

IMPORT TRADE. 

The total value of the import trade of Panama tor 1921 
was 11,372,370 as compared with 17,326,430 
halhboas in 1920. 

The principal supplying countries were: United States 
(8.551.495 balboas): United Kingdom (893.904 balboas) ; 
(‘hina (342.866 hbalboas): Japan B05 383 
France (289.811 balboas) and Crermany (187.080 balhoas). 

The imports from the United States included about halt 
a million dollars’ worth of goods from Canada, whilst those 


from the United Kingdom inelude Indian goods tmp: ‘ted 
ibtam most 


halboas 


halbous) ; 


by the various Indian stores which, however, 
of their goods trom China and Japan. 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTS, 








The following figures show some of the prin ipal Ome 
modities imported into Panama : 
v2, 

| Jalboas. 
hice... — 590.157 
Flour (wheat) 541,523 
Milk (tinned) ee , , a 297,288 
S , A ' a bed 106.096 


ugar . 


Spirituous liquors 


143,773 


Wooden articles ; 173,805 
Mineral oi] and its derivatives .., sal 710,264 
Leather | oon ‘4 Se oon s 352,766 
(‘ement ni oh ; 131,224 
Cotton fabrics ae ge vii s08 ad 1.044.758 
Woollen fabries ... ies sa iil 75.109 
Rubber guods | 160,858 
Hemp fabrics oe es ) ) , | 255,420 
Iron and steel goods | ee si j - 774,946 
Sugar refining machinery | 95.13 
Automobiles 169230 


These figures emphasise the commanding position held 
by cotton goods in the list of imports into Panama \s 


¥ 


‘? 


this is the principal import from the United Kingdon 
nanutact irers, 
nile whi } Vert 


a matter of interest to United Kingdo: 
who have not vet recovered much of the 1 
to the United States during the war. 
The fall in value of the ln port of rice 1 

pared with that of 1920, when the imports amounted to 
1.044.480 halhboas, 1s entirely due to tal! 
quantity imported in the former vear Was even greater 
than in the previous year. This article the staple chet 
of the common people in Panama and surrounding countries 
and it is believed that a big distribution trade centred 
in Colon could be built up with this commodity. 
(flermany and 


1Q?1. as co i- 


| 
price, as tne 


Retfore 
the war rice was purchased largely through 
the United Kingdom, but now it come: 


from China direct or through the United States, 
although ib 


tlmost entirely 
and tha 
sritish connection seems to have heen lovt, 
large shipment is reported to have arrived recently frara 


Rangoon. 
export TRADE. 

The value ot the total exports of the Re publie fol 1921 
was 2,495,407 halboas as compared with 3.551.895 balboas 
in 1920. 

The reduction in value of exports in i921 as 
with 1920 was almost 30 per cent., and the tetal foreign 


compared 


* To be published shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade 
by H.M Statiorery Office, 
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trade of Panama suffered a shrinkage of over 7,000,000 
balboas, or about 33 per cent. 
PRINCIPAL EXPORTs. 

The principal exports included bananas, coconuts, cocoa, 
balata, mother of pearl, hides, medlar gum, timber, ivory 
nuts and sarsaperilla. The United States was by far the 
largest recipient of the exports from Panama, her share 
amounting to 2,287,541 balboas as compared with the 
Uruted Kingdom (70,417 balboas); Germany (39,908 
balboas) and. France (2,618 balboas). 

A notable feature of the exports is that horn, which in 
IS919 was exported to the value of 333,989 balboas, only 
amounted to a few hundred balboas in 1920 and 1921, 
wlule in the latter year rubber and timber also almost 
ceased to be exported, 

Two-thirds of the export trade is in bananas, while the 
coconut is the only other export of any great value. Both 
these products are shipped almost entirely to the United 
States, which im 1921 took 97 per cent. of the total exports, 
while the United Kingdom took only § per cent. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The value of British trade with Panema has fallen in ten 
years from 24 per cent. of the total imports to | per cent., 
elihough during that period the volume and value of 
Panama’s foreign trade has increased very considerably. 
What has been lost has gone almost entirely to the United 
States, but there is no reason for United Kingdom. manu- 
facturers to give up all hope of extending their market in 
Penama. On the other hand, it is very difficult at the 
moment to offer much encouragement. Conditions are so 
bad that it is hard to sell anything, and the only business 
that is being done is the furnishing of certain staple lines 
by long standing connections. British goods which have 

old best in recent years include cotton, woollen, linen and 
hemp goods, sewing thread, cotton twine, silk ribbons, 
lace, hats, gin, whisky, fine biscuits and confectionery, 
chemical products, castor oil, and soap. 

ln many of these lines there is ample room for expansion. 
Before the war British imports of cotton goods were valued 
at 450,000 balboas annually, while in 1920 the position was 

British cotton goods 275,000 balboas, and American 
466,000 balboas. The trade in linen and hemp goods is 
stul largely in British hands, but m the case of many other 
commodities the posit 1i0n 1s similar to that of cotton goods, 
namely, that we are still one of the principal suppliers, but 
a larger proportion of the trade has gone to the United 
states. 

AMERICAN COMPETITION. 

There are also certain lines of goods which are almost 
entirely in the hands of the United States but might be 
studied with advantage by the British exporter. These 
ave furniture and articles made of wood, office supplies, 
cotton blankets, prepared paints, condensed and tinned 
milk, boots and shoes, fancy footwear (not leather), iron 
beds and a few other things. ‘To compete in many of these 
articles the British manufacturers would require to make 
a careful study of American styles, which have a firm hold 
on popular demand here, or else be prepared to undertake 
considerable advertising and other propaganda to introduce 
something new. The American importation of leather 
footwear in 1921 amounted to 431,200 balboas, which is 
practically the total import, and it would seem possible 
for «a British manufacturer familiar with American styles 
to turn out something cheap and attractive enough to 
compete. 

With regard to such lines as canned goods, etc., a con- 
siderable quantity of fresh tinned herrings and kippered 
herrings were imported from the United Kingdom, but this 
trade has been diverted to San Francisco, Maine and Nor- 
way, where much lower prices are quoted. The American 
packers in Alaska, Maine and other fishing ports of the 
United States have made great strides recently in introduc- 
ing their brands of canned fish into South American markets 
and competition with them is now almost impossible. 


INDUSTRY AND PRODUCTION. 


Very little progress has been made during the past year 
in the various industries of the Republic. <A brewery, an 
electric light company and a soap and candle factory are 
still the principal industries. The  British-American 
Tobacco Company have a small factory in Panama 
employing about 60 people. The Panama Sugar Company, 
which had to suspend operations owing to lack of capital, 
has been resuscitated, by American interests, under the 
mame* of the Panama-American Development Company, 
and has produced about 35,000 pounds of sugar this year. 
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LOcAL PRODUCTION. 


Economic conditions have forced’ Panama to pay greater 
attention to local production and industry, and efforts have 
been specially directed towards assisting the native agricul- 
turist in the development of his land. Financial assistance 
has been promised from the National Bank, and it is hoped 
that the roads now under construction will help the farmers 
in the interior to get their products to the central markets. 
The banana and the coconut have been developed chiefly 
by foreign capital, and the native Panamanian capitalist 
has devoted himself almost exclusively to cattle raising, 
which is the mainstay of the interior. The lumber trade 
is almost entirely in the hands of an American corporation, 
who have now installed a large mill with a capacity of 
60,000 feet a day at their camp on the Rio Congo. Sugar, 
coffee and cocoa are also produced, chiefly with native 
capital, and are making slow progress. 

NATURAL RESOURCES. 

Panama is rich in natural products, and the resources 
of the country in this respect have barely been tapped. 
Bananas, coconuts and sugar cane are leading products 
to which must be added rubber, balata, ivory nuts, coffee, 
cocoa, corn (maize), rice, nispero (a kind of medlar), and 
all the tropical fruits and vegetables. There are also over 
50 species of timber of from fair to excellent commercial 
value within the Republic, and many of the varieties are 
used in the shop and building work of the Canal. Many 
medicinal plants and roots are also found. <A short fibred 
tree variety of cotton grows wild, and it is considered 
possible that a longer staple cotton might easily be grown. 
Cattle and hogs are raised in considerable Quantities, 
principally in the Province of Chiriqui. At the moment 
Panama is suffering from a lack of demand for many of 
her products - the market for coconuts, balata, sugar and 
ivory nuts is very dull, and the immediate prospects are 
not bright. The export tax on many of these products is 
proving a serious handicap at the present time. 

Coconuts grown within this country are produced chiefly 
on the Atlantic seaboard and on the coral islands and 
coasts of the Gulf of San Blas. The nuts from this district 
have an excellent reputation for quality, and recently an 
attempt has been made at scientific seed selection. About 
12,000,000 coconuts were exported from Colon last vear, 
but this year there will be a big drop in those figures. 

The production of sugar is steadily increasing and in the 
near future the country ought to be self-supporting in this 
respect. ‘There are over eight plantations with sugar mills 
now operating in the Republic, and during the present 
year they have produced 60,557 bags of 100 Ib. each. Of 
this the Santa Rosa mill at Aguadulce in the Province of 
Cocle produced more than half. The consumption of the 
tepublic is estimated at about 80,000 bags annually. 

A good grade of coffee is grown in Chiriqui and supplies 
a large part of the local demand. ‘The crop for 1922-23 is 
expected to be small, and from present estimates will not 


exceed 2,500 bags, or 250,000 Ib. 
MANGANESE. 

There are manganese deposits at Mandinga Bay in the 
San Blas Gulf, and in the Boqueron Valley near Nombre 
de Dios. The latter deposit is claimed to be one of the 
largest surface deposits discovered up to the present time, 
there being stated to be about 150,000 tons of surface ore. 





NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ is 6d. (7d. 
Post free). Annual subscription (post free) 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per 
annum, post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial communt- 
cations should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor.”” Telephone 
No. Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or Branches (see Cover). 

ADVERTISEMENTS.—AIll applications concerning the inser- 
tion of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
should be addressed to the Advertisement Contractors: 
Fas Publications, Ltd., 24, Essex Street, Strand, London, 
W.C.2. (Tel. Nos. Central 8203-4 (two lines).) 
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Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 





HUNGARY—ESTHONIA., 





COMMERCIAL TREATY. 


A brief notice appeared in the “Journal” of 9th Novem- 
ber (p. 533) relative to the Commercial Treaty recently 
signed between Hungary and Esthonia. A copy of the 
french text has now been received and the following sum- 
mary gives more particulars. The Treaty, which is subject 
to ratification, is to come into force ten days after the 
approval of the Esthonian Parliament has been notified 
to the Hungarian (sovernment. It is concluded for an 
indefinite period but may be denounced by either party 
at three months’ notice. 

Most-favoured-nation treatment is 
contracting parties to each other’s nationals in all matters, 
of commerce and industry, taxation 


accorded hy hot h 


including the exereise 
and the acquisition 
National treatment 
of companies and, further,the taxes levied in each country 
are to fall only on the capital emploved and the business 
transacted in that country. 

National treatment is also provided for as regards the 
protection ot intellectual property, patents ot invention. 
Both contracting 


id possession of property of all kinds. 
- to be accorded as regards the taxation 


designs and models and trade marks. 
- the necessary measures to guarantee 


parties engage to ta! 
in each other's territory against any 


products originatin ; 
form of unfair bus! 
unport, warehousing and export, as well as 
ts bearing names or inscriptions which 

mdications of their 


ess competition, and to prohibit the 
the manufacture 
or sale of any produ 
give, either directly cr indirectly, false ine 


nature or origin. The also agree to contorm to each other's 
legislation regulatinc the use of regional appellations. 


iv with deliveries of certain goods and 


The clauses dea! 
rred to in the prey ious notice pro ide 


tariff concessions 
that natural or tmatiufactured goods originating in and 
coming from Esthonia are to have the benefit on Importa- 
tion into Hungary of the lowest rate either 
directly or indirectiy to any third Power, and this is to 
apply not only to Import duties but also to all surtaxes and 
co-efficients, ete., whilst natural or manufactured goods 
originating in and ung from Hungary are to be subject 
to the general taritt rate on importation into Esthonia 
without the applicat: nm of most-favoured-nation treatment. 
Certain Hungaria: however, enumerated in Ist 
“A” attached to t! Treaty, are to enjoy on importation 
into Esthonia the fixed percentages of reduction on the 
general tariff which are indicated in the list and which 
apply to import duties and surtaxes and co- 
efficients. Further, notwithstanding the prohibitions of 
import and export still in force, Hungary agrees to admit 
during the term «©: the Treaty the Esthonian products 
enumerated in list “BB” in the quantities fixed in the list, 
and also to permit the export to Esthonia of the Hungarian 

in list “C” up to the quantities 
three lists are To he extended as soonh 
ssible. Certificates of origin will be 

the goods. 


accorded 


trae ds, 


also to 


products enumerat 
fixed therein. The 
and as widely as 
required in respe 
The Treaty proviies for national treatment in shipping 
matters except in the case of rights granted to the fishing 
industry, benefits granted as bounty to the shipbuilding 
industry, and facilities granted in coasting and tug traffic. 
are similar to those of the Treaty 


Other provisions 
Latvia. (See the “Journal” of 


between Hungary end 
21st December. ) 





PORTUGAL. 





COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH FRANCE 
AND GERMANY. 


It is announced in the Portuguese ** Diario do Governo ” 
of 18th December that the duration of the Commercial 
Agreement concluded by France and Portugal on 30th 
January, 1922 (see the “‘ Journal” of 16th February last, 
p. 183) has been extended for a further period of three 
months, i.e., to 16th March, 1923. 

H.M. Minister at Lisbon reports that the Commercial] 
Arrangement of 1l0th December, 1921, bet ween Portugal 
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and Germany (see the *“‘ Journal’ of 29th December, 1921, 
p. 682) has now terminated and in consequence goods of 
German origin imported into Portugal are now subject 
to the rates of the Portuguese ** Maximum ” Tariff. 





PORTUGAL—CZECHO-SLOV AKIA. 





COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign 
Office copy of a Commercial Agreement between Portugal! 
and Czecho-Slovakia which was signed at Lisbon on 11th 
December. The Agreement 1s subject to ratification but 
the Czecho-Slovak Republic has signified to the Portuguese 
Government that it was to come into force in the Republic 
twenty days after the date of signature. It is concluded 
and is to be tacitly renewed thereafter until 


for one vear, 
either 


terminated by 
Contracting Party. 

Under Article | oft the 
undertakes to grant most-favoured-nation 
regards lmnport duties (and all SUrTtaxe and co-cetheients 


three months’ previous notice by 


Agreement Czecho-Slovakia 


treatment as 


connected therewith), to goods originating in and comine 
from Portugal, thea lracent Islands and Colonies, but Portu 
which 


gal has no claim to any preferential advantages 


('‘zecho-Slovekia ria accord 1a ‘Tariff matters to adjoiming 
of Articles 222 of the Treaty of St. Germam 


of Trianon. Portugal agrees 


States in virtue 
or 205 of the Treaty 
most-favoured-nation 
tarilt treatment) 
coming trom (‘zecho-Slovakia (oT) their Lnportation ite 
Portugal or the a ljacent Islands 
to any country, other than Spain or Brazil, dispensation 


to grant 


(3.6.. nt 


treatment present 


io goods Originating in ana 


“minimum 


Should Portugal grant 


> 


requirement of payment of Customs duties in 
privileges 


from the 
ix. SIMI! 


gold, or exemption trom anv. sur 


will be granted to Czecho-Slovakia during the term of the 
Agreement. Nospecial surtax of any kin is to be applied 
to Czecho-Slovak good 


Article 2 provides that so long as the present system of 


control remains in force in its territory, Czecho-Slovakia will 
allow the unrestricted importation of the following products 
originating im and coming trom Portugal, its adjacent 
islands and colomes, viz. :—raw cork, 


unworked copper, raw 


cork in sheets, cork 


waste, ore of all kinds, hides and 


raw rubber, and oleaginous seeds: 


skins, COCOH beans. 
and will also permit the Importation of the following goods 
to the limit of the amounts specified in the Agreement, viz.: 
wine ; preserves of fish (in oil or salted), fruit, and vege 
tables: dried fruits (figs, almonds, nuts, ete.): fresh fruit 
coffee ; embroideries trom Madeira: and corks and cork 
dises. As regards wine, at least 20,000 hectolitres must 
be Port and Madeira, and the Czecho-Slovak Government 
agrees to reserve the importation of 10,000 hectolitres to 
importers named by the Commercial Associations of 
Oporto and Funchal, who are to transmit a list through the 
Portuguese Government. 
Any relaxation of tmport prohibitions granted, even 
though only temporarily, by one of the two Governments 
in favour of the products of a third Power, is to apply 
immediately and unconditionally to similar or identical 
products originating in and coming from the territory of 
the other Contracting Party. 
recognises 


Further. the Czecho-Slovak Government 
belong ex 


that the designations “port ” and ‘ madeira ”’ 
clusively to wine cultivated in the respective Portuguese 
regions, and undertakes to prosecute any abuse of the 
designations in its territory. Similar treatment and guaran 
tees are accorded by the Portuguese Government to 
‘* Pilsener beer,’ which designation is recognised as belong- 
ing exclusively to beer manufactured in the district of 
Pilsen. These provisions apply even when the use of the 
regional term is accompanied by the name of the real place 
of origin or by the word type, genre or facon or any similar 
expression which might give a false impression of the real 
origin of the goods. 

Each Government also undertakes to protect any other 
regional name in so far as wine, beer or mineral waters are 
concerned, on the request of the other Government, and 
to take all measures to protect goods originating in the 
territory of the other against unfair competition, or false 
indications of origin, which it would take in the case of 
products originating in any other country. 





JA 





18 . THE BOARD OF TRADE JOU RNAL. Jancary 4, 1923. 




























































































Shipping SHIPPING—C ontinued. 
a7 
_ COASTING TRADE. abe 
thai 
UNITED KINGDOM. Total Arrived. Total Departed. dou 
poi an a an Tons. No. Tons. pen 
London ... i 899 429,161 1,122 617,456 coul 
CASUALTY RETURNS, NOVEMBER. — ae " see a ogee va rag 
ou ales _ , 235 583,687 89 51,34 
The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the Tyne ports oem +0. 371 285,423 319 213, 995 ig 
following classified summary giving the number and total Ports between Tyne q a 2 
gross tonnage of vessels lost posted in the Loss Book os a. Humber oe cryin i es | 
during the month of November in the undermentioned Soathameten ... pr ase 30° 100 379 soaal : 
years :-— Dover, Folkestone | | 
Gross and Newhaven 76 11,882 i7 14,989 f 
1922. Number’ Tons. Glasgow and Greenock = 778 208,326 766 152,736 : 
British Ee — aves Rest of Great Britain ... 6,809 1,318,: 346 | 6,731 1,369,063 
eieeteeniiieaee, | prennnnueer l 1,181 Irish ports .. ... 2,516 = 704,927 | 2,628 728, 405 
American {Stil weenie 2 1004 SEE Sn Is 
tee | | aN 4 3,185 | ee . - 
sii) Mittal ten © — | GREAT DECREASE IN SHIPBUILDING. 
- IR eaeitnnantinie 2 oe ee iy Be Seat 
oon seeeeecese | The *‘ Glasgow Herald ”’ has issued its usual Shipbuilding | A) 
Reet of _ oreenmerenee on “ne | and Engineering Supplement, which contains a complete ‘ {ou 
\ World | Steam ........+.+ -* 26,794 | list of the vessels launched during 1922 in all the yards of fron 
18 35,745 | the world. Our contemporary, commenting on the situa- . the 
1921. tion, says :— . 
an ae 9 9359 | Poor though the prospects were a year ago in the ship- m, 
I iii a i init — 4 641] building industry all over the world, these did not suggest q a 
Sail a3? Sah : 8453 that there would be such a great and general falling off in j a 
American ~All tality 1 1.450 the output of new tonnage as the statistics which we publish : Ty 
. aici iss aa | to-day indicate. In every area of any shipbuilding 
Foreign / Japanese "wate i ee acl 9 6618 | importance there was a greatly decreased output. Even au 
Rest of Sail snes 2 3 302 | in Germany, the shipyards of which were busier than those ony 
inane : | otf any other country, the total is lower than that of 1921 Lon 
World Steam ......scc.e- 1] 21,140 | ’ ' ab , 
—- ___-—s«|~—sbut, as the figures for neither year represent fully the 
29 49,726 | work done, the comparison there need not be emphasied. 
1920. | In the United Kingdom, which for convenience of tabulation 
al Te ee ae l 1.05 | and comparison must still include Ireland, the decrease 3 
ERSEAERER  cevcccovcccscceces Seem 4 10.096 is from nearly 1,600,000 tons to about 1,044,000 tons—a | 
. Sail Sea ee 4 7,997 slump of over 552,000 tons. In output of marine engines 
FOrC1gN «.+,..eeeeerereees Stoam ...ccccocces 1] 16.183 | the figures are very similar. The total was about 812,500 
enna —— |. 1h.p., as compared with 1,318,800 i.h.p. in 1921—a decrease Tl 
20 35,330 | of over 506,000 i.h.p. The greatest falling off is, of course, E estin 
| in America, where the total launched fell from about F whic 
— | 1,303,700 tons to about 260,000 tons—a decrease of nearly d De 
7 TITPP ' 1¢ . | 1,044,000 tons. The American engineering figures show a : = 
MOVEMENT OF SHIPPING IN NOVEM BER. | corresponding decrease—from over 1,500,000 to 312,000 ’ ne 
The number and net tonnage of vessels arriving at and | 1-h.p., so that the two industries have reached a very low ; servi 
departing from ports in the United Kingdom (meluding the | level as compared with the great height attained in 1919, at F: 
Isle of Man), with cargoes or in ballast, during the month | when 1,337 vessels of 4,736,000 tons and ?,590,000 i.h.p. : Di 
of November were as follows :— | were put into the water by l[ nited States shipbuilders. this 
— — | he decreases elsewhere were more in line with those in ; mis. 
me vegan fo I ll | the United Kingdom, except that in Japan the falling off 4 on a 
Foreign Trade oad 6, 527 8,518,746 6, 139 8,646,929 Is very pronounced, even though more naval vessels were 4 Ex 
Coasting Trade ... 15, 574 1 305,032 15,659 4,295,999 launched than in any other country. The following table "CC 
seishin | shows the output of the world according to our returns :-— 3 to BH 
Total ... 22,101 12,823,778 22,091 12,992,928 | a . ocmes! 
The average daily movement of vessels in November, | ee ee ee Vv ; T 1] Y Re 
9 : marpadi , love oy Q9 : esse is, ons, .0.)p. 
oe eceding month, and in November, 1921, was | England 7 7 mn 939 501,740 380,355 : ment 
Foreign Trade. Scotland ‘a ee -" 190 146,997 363,111 June 
a | Departed. lreland “ ~— ve 13 94,853 69,000 | cont 
0. s. . ns. ; apie emery | 7a 
November, 1922... 218 283,058 14 289, 898 ae on hee yo pe | 134,! 
October, 1922 . ~—-280~—-289,977 — EEE wie ya, ORS oe, tas of 75 
November, 1921... 181 206,117 176 216,718 | Empire a " 7 663 1,122, 407 | g45.613 He 
Coasting Trade. | Foreign ae _ ae 1,300 1,865,479 | 1,667,163 the 
November, 1922 sec 519 143,501 522 143,200 - — — - 4 allot 
October, 1922 p00 491 133,777 502 131,829 | 1,963 9 987,886 2.512, 776 will ] 
November, 1921 ... 436 128,242 143 129392 | —— ) nn 
; ; * 192] ; dreds 
Particulars for the leading port areas are as follows :— | an 2 ie ie) i eee a) Dr 
ie mn | Vessels, Tons. I.h.p. ‘ 14 m 
FOREIGN TRADE. | England ow. 166 897,365 733. 231 porti 
Sa oe eee a a ee 313 | 580,216 415,458 cuenie 
‘Total Arrived. Total papestes. | Ireland a _ a 25 118,691 | 70,100 
cain a Gi Oo No. — Tons, | 804 1,596, 272 1.318.788 
Kondon ... = | 431,196,797 689 1,019,690 | = pominions .. es. 18] 153,490 78,576 
Mersey ports... a 463 1,212,691 | 426 1,160,492 _| wl vs 
South Wales ports .../ 978 1,207,543 | 1,141 1,458,809 ee 985 | 1,749,762 1,897,364 S 
— Aaa | 559 = 664,755 613 736,072 Foreign... .«.  ... +~=—«:1,422 =|: 8,440,691 | 3,155,279 7 A 
or etwe y | | a ane a 
and umber | 325 409,712 | 317 398,496 2.407 5.190.453 4 552.643 — 
Humber ports ... om} ae 732,442 | 885 753,883 dibs det eg pe 
Southampton ... are 189 547,793 181 602,000 : ; effici 
Dover, ~ +r | | THE LEADING COUNTRIES. panne 
and Newhaven | 368 216,285 | 357 208,557 The United Kingdom retains its place as the first ship- of O 
Glasgow and Greenock... 136 335,717 | 147 382,465 building country in the world—a place which America Basi 
Dane ~— Ts wi gy 182 | a ners threatened to claim in its great year or two of war work. ; Th 
! ow The United States now takes third place with a total parti 
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much less than half that of Germany and very little more 
than that of Holland. Last year America had more than 
double the tonnage of Germany, while Japan followed 
Germany closely. The following is the order of the leading 
countries :- 








Vessels, Tons. | I.h.p. 
United Kingdom 542 1,043,590 812,466 
Germany vd bes 240 631,485 356, O80 
United States ... — 178 259,747 312,135 
Holland ~ - 402 246,168 $8,269 
France ... sid sale 36 220,049 127,372 
Japan... i he 149,587 383,064 
Italy... ue we 64 117,900 99,250 





FRANCE. 
PORT OF ROUEN. 


An exhaustive report upon conditions at the Port of 
Rouen at the close of the year 1922 has been received 
from H.M. Consul at Rouen. The principal subjects of 
the report are as follows :— 





Port extension and work on River Seine ; port equip- 
ment ; the traffic of the Port—increase during 1922 
imports exports ; prosperity of the Port—causes: 
inland water traffic. 

The report may be consulted by firms of British origin, 
control and capital at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 2. 





GERMANY. 
HAMBURG PORT EXTENSIONS. 


(From H.M. Consul-General. ) 

HAMBURG, 
The Hamburg Senate has submitted supplementary 
estimates amounting to 620,600,000 marks for port works 
which are considered to be indispensable, as follows : 


Deepening of the Kohlfleth.—For this purpose 3,080,000 
mks. was granted by the Hamburg Senate in June. The 
object is to improve the channel for the important ferry 
services between the mainland and the shipbuilding vards 


at Finkenwarder. 

Dredging in South-West harbour.—For the deepening of 
this basis to a depth of the Hamburg standard 32,320,000 
mks. has already been voted. The completion of the work 
on a considerably reduced scale is now proposed. 

tatension of the port railway system.—The works proposed 
in connection with the extension of the rail connections 
to Hamburg-Siid railway station and to Waltershof are 
considered to be the minimum calculated to prevent sus- 
pensions of traffic. 

Railway from Hausbruch to Waltershof.—A first instal- 
ment of 150,000,000 mks. for this purpose was voted in 
June. A supplementary grant of 250 million mks. is now 
contemplated. 

Extensions at the Peute.—The new project is to cost 
134,500,000 mks., which will mean a supplementary grant 
of 793 million mks. 

Harbour extensions at Ross-Nauhof and Waltershof.—For 
the continuance of these works 124,220,000 mks. was 
allotted in September. Owing to increase in the cost they 
will have to be severely curtailed, but 150 million mks. are 
to be expended on quay walls and 11 million mks. on 
dredging, landing stages and railway connections. 

Dredging in the Amerikahafen at Cuxhaven.—Already 
14 million mks. had been voted for deepening the western 
portion of this basin. The completion of the work will 
necessitate a supplementary vote of 36 million mks. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
SEAMEN’S DISCHARGE AND WAGES. 


A copy of a Bill recently introduced into the United 
States Senate, to provide seamen on American vessels 
with a continuous discharge book, to ensure improved 
efficiency and discipline, and for other purposes, has been 
received and may be seen on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

The discharge books are to contain full and precise 
particulars in regard to the seaman, the ships upon which 
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he serves, their masters and owners, voyages made and 
dates of joining and discharge. 

The Bill also provides that every seaman on an American 
ship shall be entitled to receive one half of the balance of 
his wages earned and remaining unpaid every time his ship 
touches at a port during the voyage, on the understand- 
ing that such a demand is not made within five days of 
the commencement of the voyage and not more often than 
once in ten days. At the end of the voyage the seaman 
shall be entitled to the remainder of his wages. 

This provision is to apply to all seamen on foreign vessels 
while in American harbours, and the United States Courts 
are to be open to such seamen for its enforcement. 





I 


Minerals and Metals. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





PRODUCTION OF GOLD IN SEPTEMBER. 


The Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau has been in- 
formed by the Geological Survey of India that the quantity 
of gold extracted from the mines in India during the month 
of September, 1922, amounted to 35,078 ounces, valued 


at Rs. 22,76,179. 





GERMANY, 
IRON AND STEEL TRADE CONDITIONS. 


(From the Commercial Secretary, Occupied Territories. ) 
(‘OLOGNE., 

According to the monthly report of the “Stahl und 
Kisen,’’ the pig iron committee of the Eisenwirtschaftsbund 
saw itself compelled to fix pig iron prices until further 
notice four times a month in accordance with certain 
standard lines, which include an exchange, coke and freight 
clause. These clauses led to considerable increases of the 
pig iron prices. The Stahlbund has also had to decide upon 
considerable advances. 

Fortunately all these increases have not been = so 
detrimental to the inland market as had been feared, and 
for certain products, such as semi-manufactures and 
material for tracks, the demand has remained so great 
that it cannot be satisfied. Large quantities are stated 
to have been imported in consequence from Lorraine- 
Luxemburg and Belgium. Great competition has _ pre- 
vailed on the foreign market, and Belgian works, in spite 
of the low rate of the franc, continued to reduce prices. 
Further, foreign competitive works generally are capable 
not only of offering shorter terms of delivery, but are also 
better able to keep to them than the Germans, whose 
possibilities of production are checked by the coal shortage. 

Great difficulties prevailed in regard to the supply of 
raw material and particularly fuel, as the increased Kuhr 
coal output was more than balanced by the larger demands 
of the Reparation Commission. In spite of the fall of the 
mark the German industry was forced to import large 
quantities of British coal. Blast furnace works were also 
in need of limestone. Smelting works were regularly 
supplied with ore and there was a brisk demand for inland 
ores, while traffic conditions showed signs of improvement. 
Swedish and Wabana ores were supplied in accordance 
with running contracts, but in competition with the latter, 
French ores were thrown on the market in larger quantities. 
Algerian ores were still preferred to Spanish. The demand 
for Lorraine and particularily for Briey minette ore was 
somewhat more brisk and contracts up to March, 1923, were 
concluded. The demand for pig iron increased, if any- 
thing, and the Pig Iron Association imported large quan- 
tities of foreign pig iron, chiefly from Lorraine-Luxemburg. 
There were a great many enquiries for sermi-products, 
Material for tracks was in active request at home, the State 
railways still being in great need of it. Enquiries from 
abroad were also brisk, but prices for heavy rails were 
extraordinarily low. Business in sections was less active 
but enquiries continued to pour in, particularly for prompt 
deliveries. Export business in bar tron slackened off still 
further ; prices realised were in part below inland rates, 
and there was tremendous competition from Belgian 
and French works. In thick plate employment was bad, 
but thin plate continued in demand at home ; abroad, 


> 


however, the German works were no longer capable ot 


compet ition. 








Textiles. 





CHINA. 


THE SILK INDUSTRY. 

The trade depression of 1920 exercised strong influence 
over the silk industry during 1921, as manufacturers in 
Europe and America had not recovered their confidence 
and. with the utmost caution, worked their mills at reduced 

C.M.G., F.R.G.S., the 
Legation at Peking, in 


Industrial and 


capacity, states Mr. H. H. Fox, 
H.M. 


Commercial, 


Commercial Counsellor to 
his recent 
Economic Situation of China (H.M. Stationery Office, price 
Is. 9d. net, Is. Raw silk centres, there- 


more ©} 


teport on the 


104d. post free). 


fore, were less neglected during the opening 


months of the yee and owine to the accumulation ol 


stocks. financial ditthculties were experienced by both 
The position of the 


them by the 


Chinese and Japan -e silk reelers 


local filatures we however. eased for 


destruction of a \ large quantity ot silk ancl COCOONS 


which took place in Shanghat 


March, 


Lrous 


middle 0 


im the dtsa 


about the and from then on until 


the new season June reelers were kept fairly busy 
with demand from abroad at prices which probably showed 
them a margin of } 

i. (‘ror STLORTAGE. 

Qn aceount of t unseasonable weether experienced 
during May, the stis crop for 1921 was an extremely hac 
Orne, There Was i > tage of about 10 per cent... and the 
quality apd viel (oj COCOOTL which were harve : ed 
were distinctly | The cocoon reelers, however, 
demanded high prices tor their product, and buyers paid 
their demands, t establishing a high cost of  pro- 


which was maintamed throughout the sea:on, 
is certainly the saviour of the silk 


as demand tor exportation was ona 


duction 
The crop shortag 

situation in Shangtial, 
very small scale indeed until November, when business for 
both America Kurope made a wonderful recovery, 
and before the end of the year filatures had contracted 
heavily at rapidl sup- 
plies for the seaso 
3,000 bale Nati 
tionally keen demand for 
coupled with the dea 


ana 
fyancing prices, and the unsold 

food at the extremy ly low figure of 
cS «a ls durine the Season Wore in excep- 
i ft consumption, which, 
handicapped business 
tor exportation ari toreed high level. 
‘ur turnover in these silks for abroad. 


native 
th oft supplies, 
prices uy to a 


There was, however. @ 


FOREIGN BUYERS. 


Yellow steam filatures from Szechwan, Hupeh and Shan- 
tung enjoyed considerable popularity during the year, 
there beime demand for Minchews, 
which French manufacturers found it profitable to use in 
substitution for Canton silks, which became very dear and 
scarce on account of the unprecedented demand for them 
in both Kurope ami America, where Canton crepes were 
all the vogue. Uniortunately these vellow | filatures 
suffered somewhat a= a result of the disturbed state of the 
provinces from whieh they origiate. 

The last half of the vear also saw a very active turnover 
in raw wild silk tussah filatures, for which not only was 
there a brisk demand from America, but Japanese buvers 
from Osaka were very keen operators, and as a result of 
these combined forces prices were rapidly driven up. It is 
generally reported that the wild silk crop harvested in 
September-October was not up to normal, but in the absence 
of reliable sources of information this news cannot be 
verified. It is, however. estimated that 8,000 bales of the 
new wild silk crop are already under contract for delivery 
extending up to May-June, 1922, and that the unsold 
balance for the season is probably not more than 2,000 
bales. 

The following table sets out the value for the exports of 
silk and silk manufactures in 1921 together with the com- 
parative figures for 192: 


exceptionally good 


1920. 











Commodity. 1921. | 
Hk. Taels. | Hk. Taels, 
Silk, raw (white, yellow and wild) 112,142,984 | 68,154,384 
Silk waste ... - o0e .. | 5,990,902 | 7,024,372 
Silk piece-goods __..., in ial 17,097,435 | 15 801,813 
Silk, pongees see si ves | 13,177,217 8,515,664 


-— --—- — — 
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Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 


mae 


NOTICE TO EXPORTERS: PROTECTION 
OF PREFERENCE GRANTED TO GOODS 
FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The attention of British exporters and manufacturers 
is again directed to Section 9 of the Customs Tariff In- 
dustries Preservation Act, 1921, of Australia. This Section 
of the Act is intended to protect the preference which is 
accorded under the Customs Tariff to goods imported into 
the Commonwealth from the United Kingdom. The 
Section in question provides that, if the Minister of Trade 
and Customs is satisfied, after enquiry and report by the 
Tariff Board, that by reason of the depreciation in exchange 
value of the currency of the country of origin or export of 
any goods, in comparison with the currency of the United 
Kingdom, goods exported to Australia, which have been 
produced or manufactured in any country other that the 
United Kingdom, and are of a class or kind produced or 
manufactured in the United Kingdom, have been or are 
being sold to an importer in Australia at an export price 
which is less than the fair market value of goods of like 
character or qu lity made in the Unite] King lom, when 
sold for home consumption therein, in the usuxl an | ordin- 
ary tra le course, plus the ordinary f.0.b. charges the-ein, the 
Minister may publish a Notice in the * Gazette’ specifying 
the goods a; to which he is so satisfied. Upon publication 
of such Notice the dumping preference duty is to be levied, 
which is in each case to bo th» sum which represents the 
difference between the fair market value in the United 
Kingdom and the export price 


Another important feature in the above connection is 
that by a recent avneniment of the Act in quoastion it is 
provided that the value of goods for ordinary Customs 
duty purposes which are subject to the ** dumping pre- 
ference duty ”’ shall be the value as ascertained in accord- 
ance with the Customs Act plus a sum equal in anount to 
the “dumping preference duty.” 


While legal provision has thus been made for the pro- 
tection of United Kingdom importel into the 
Commonwealth, against the competition of low-priced 
goods from countries with depreciated currencies, it must 
be borne in mind that the initiative for putting this machinery 
nto operation must be taken by the United Kingdom interests 
concerned. It is thus of real importance that traders in this 
country should keep in close touch with their agents in 
Australia, in order that fulladvantage may be taken of the 
measures enacted for the protection of their interests. 
These measures, as pointed out above, can only be applied 
on the recommendation of the Commonwealth Tariff 
Board after satisfactorv evidence has been submitted to 
them by representatives or agents of the United Kingdom 
firms concerned, Such representatives or agents must, for 
that purpose, have at their disposal full information as to 
the conditions which in their opinion would justify the 
application of the legal remedy provided. This informa- 
tion would have to cover prices both in the United Kingdom 
and the competing country in question, costs of production 
in the United Kingdom, ete. 


goods 


Section 9 has already been put into operation by the 
imposition of the ** dumping preference duty ”’ on mechani- 
cal toys, dolls, fabric gloves, dairy thermometers, certain 
press-studs and 4711 Eau de Cologne (2 oz. siz2), Eau de 
Cologne all sizes (Johann Maria Farina), cinema machines, 
knitting machine needles, gold leaf and analytical balances, 
originating in or exported from Germany. 





ABOLITION OF REQUIREMENT OF 
CONSULAR CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 


The High Commissioner for Australia is officially informed 
that the Commonwealth Government has decided that 
Consular Certificates of Origin (which have hitherto been 
necessary in connection with consignments to Australia 
from certain European countries) will no longer be required. 


JANUARY 4, 1923. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 


CEYLON. 


NOTICE TO EXPORTERS: STAMPING OF 
COTTON PIECE-GOODS. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in India was recently 
informed by the Principal Collector of Customs at Colombo 
that many cases have occurred during the past two years 
in which British firms have failed to comply with the 
statutory requirements as to the stamping of the ** yardage”’ 
on cotton piece-goods intended for importation into Ceylon. 
The Merchandise Marks Act of Ceylon requires the 
‘* vardage ”’ to be stamped on each piece, together with the 
word “‘ yards.””’ Gummed or pinned labels in this connec- 
tion do not satisfy the requirements of the Act in question. 

Failure to comply with the statutory provisions in this 
respect may result in the confiscation of the goods or in 
the imposition of prescribed penalties. H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner adds that fines have lately been imposed 
by the Ceylon Customs Authorities in respect of several 
consignments of cotton piece-goods from British firms in 
which the requirements of the marking regulations have 
not been carried out. 











CYPRUS. 
ADDITIONAL EXPORT DUTY ON CAROBS. 


The Destruction of Rats (Expenses) Law, 1922, assented 
to on 9th November, 1922, provides for a duty at the rate 
of 2 piastres per cantar on all carobs exported trom Cyprus 
in addition to any other export duty leviable thereon, 
the proceeds of this duty being paid into the Rat Des- 
truction Fund. 








KENYA. 
EXPORT OF GAME TROPHIES. 


The ‘“ Kenya Gazette’ of 8th November contains copy 
of General Notice No. 962, stating that game trophies for 
export are liable to detention, unless there is produced 
at the time of exportation a certificate of lawful possession 
in the prescribed form signed by the Game Warden or 
other duly authorised officer. 


NYASALAND. 
REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The ‘Nyasaland Government Gazette’ of 3lst October 
contains copy of Government Notice No. 200 of 1922, which 
substitutes revised Schedules of Import Duties, Export 
Duties and Free goods for those previously in force in the 
Protectorate, with effect from Ist November, 1922. 

The revised Schedules differ only slightly from the former, 
and the general effect of their enforcement is as follows :— 


(a) The import duty on sparkling wines other than 
champagne has been reduced from 5s. to 3s. 6d. 
per gallon. 

(6) Wheat, wheat flour, barley, rice, salt, sugar, tea, 
cement, kerosene, petrol and motor spirit, lubri- 
cating oils, corrugated iron sheets, and bar iron, 
which were formerly dutiable at various specific 
rates are now dutiable at the general rate of 
15 per cent. ad valorem levied on unspecified 
goods imported into the Protectorate. 

(c) The export duty on beeswax has been abolished. 

(d) Drugs of the British Pharmacopceia imported by 
persons licensed to sell drugs and poisons, and 
inks for use in printing, lithography, ruling, 
blocking and stamping and roller composition 
have been added to the Schedule of Free Goods. 


TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 


PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF RICE 
CANCELLED. 
Government Notice No. 242, issued under the Customs 
Ordinance, 1922, on 6th November, 1922, cancels the 
prohibition on the exportation of rice from Tanganyika. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


IMPORTATION, SALE, ETC, OF HABIT- 
FORMING DRUGS. 


The ‘‘ Union Government Gazette ’’ of 10th November 
publishes Notice No. 181 of 1922 bringing into force in the 
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Union, as from that date, various regulations regarding 
habit-forming drugs. 

The regulations prohibit, inter ala, the importation, 
exportation, transhipment, sale, etc., of any of the habit- 
forming drugs specified in the Schedule below, or any 
materials or plants from which such drugs can be extracted, 
except by a chemist, druggist, medical practitioner, dentist, 
authorised veterinarian or any person engaged in scientific 
works or teaching pharmacology, etc., and then only under 
licence from the Secretary for Public Health. The 
importation of opium and extract of opium into the Trans- 
vaal is prohibited, except by chemists or druggists. 

Under the regulations it is prohibited to export from the 
Union any habit-forming drug unless a certificate therefor 
has been issued by the Secretary for Public Health, and 
no such certificate shall be issued unless there is produced 
a certificate from the Government of the importing country 
to the effect that that Government approves its importation 
and is satisfied that the drug and the quantity thereof for 
which an export licence is required will be used within such 
country exclusively for medicinal, ete., purposes. 

The importation and exportation of prepared opium 1s 
absolutely prohibited. 


SCHEDULE. 
List of Habit-forming Drugs. 


Coca leaves ; cocaine and all preparations containing 
one-tenth per cent. or more of cocaine ; dagga ; diamor- 
phine, also known as heroin, and all preparations containing 
one-tenth per cent. or more of diamorphine ; ecgonine and 
all preparations containing one-tenth per cent. or more of 
ecgonine ; Indian hemp; morphine and all preparations 
containing one-fifth per cent. or more of anhydrous 
morphine ; opium, including raw opium, gum opium and 
powdered or granulated opium and the leaves or wrappings 
in which opium has been wrapped ; prepared opium, 
including opium dross or refuse or any residue remaining 
after opium has been smoked or roasted ; medicinal opium 
and extract of opium. 

Certain specified preparations set out in Annexure Bb, 
to the Regulations are exempted trom the operation of 
the Regulations. 


FOREIGN. 








AUSTRIA. 





CERTAIN CUSTOMS DUTIES INCREASED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Vienna has forwarded 
translation of an Austrian Decree dated 11th December, 
which increases, as from 26th December, the Customs duties 
on the following articles included in the Finanzzolltarif 
Law of 15th July, 1921, as amended by the Law of 24th 
July, 1922 (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for Ilth 
August, 1921, pages 161-162, and for 3lst August, 1922, 
pages 245-6). 


Tariff | ; New General! 
No. | Articles. Duty. 
| Kronen 
2 | Coffee : Per 100 kilogs. 
(a) Raw ‘of pa he mt g0* 
| (6b) Roasted ... cee oe se 130 
21 Tea am _ via jak oe 200)" 
ex 9 | Note.—Dried figs strung or other- 
| wise packed (by permission and under 
| control) for the manufacture of coffee 
| substitutes or of marmalades pies ] 
10 | Beet sugar and all sugar of similar 


kinds (cane sugar), also invert 
sugar in any condition of purity, 
except molasses : 


(a) Sugar candy _... ve ie ts 
(4) Other beet and cane sugar ... 16 
Note.—Raw sugar for the pre- 


paration of refined sugar in sugar 
| factories (by permission and under ' 
| control) baie dee ode a 1] 

2) | Other kinds of sugar, e.g., glucose, 
| starch sugar, grape sugar, laevulose, 
| milk sugar and the like; sugar 
| colouring matter (for colouring 
beer, etc.) 


10 


* Raw coffee and tea imported by sea pay duty at the rate of 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 














Tariff | | New General 
ea | , - 
No. At ti le Ss. Duty. 
Kronen 


Per 100 kilogs. 
107 | Beer: 


(a) In casks on — hn 30 
(6) In bottles or jars ee ad 75 
ex 108 | Distilled spirituous liquors : 
(a) Cognac, French brandy, liqueurs, 
punch essences and other dis- 
tilled spirituous liquors with sugar 
or other substances added _... 300 
(c) Arrack, rum, and other dlis- 
| tilled spirituous liquors (not in- 
cluding spirit containing at least 
| 85 deg. of alcohol) non - 200 
ex 109 Note.—1. Wines for the pro- 


duction of cognac (by permission 
and under control)... bee 7°20 
Mineral oil, also lignite and schist tar, 
lignite and schist tar oils : 
177 Refined or distilled, light : 
(a) Benzine (petroleum ether, 
gasoline, canadol ligroin) ; 
(1) Having a density of 740 
deg. or less = ae 
(2) Having a density of over 
740 deg. nee nee — JOU 
(b) Solar oil and other light 
mineral oils, except gas oil and 
light lubricating oils - 
(c) Petroleum (illuminating oil, 
kerosene ) on mn aod 
Notes. —1l. Benzine having 
a density of 740 deg. or less for 
extraction purposes or for the 
production of rubber solution 
in rubber factories (by per- 
mission and under control) ... 3°50 
2. Benzine crude or having 
a density of 760 deg. or more 
for further treatment by dis- 
tilling or refining in petroleum 
refineries, also for varnish fac- 
tories (by permission and 
under control) ie 
178 Refined or distilled, heavy, also 
lubricating oils; mixed or not 
with animal or vegetable oils and 
fats, without regard to the den- 
sity, also dark residues from the 
preparation of mineral oils, lignite 
and schist tars, with a density of 
under 960 deg. ... rai - S 
Notre. —l. Unrefined distillates 
coming under No. 178 for mineral 
oil refineries or lubricating oil 
factories for the production of 
lubricating oils by distilling or 


~I 


Unchanged, 


Unchanged. 


refining (by permission and | 
under control) 2-50 
ex 179(1) (6) Paraffin wax, impure | 1-20 
| (c) Paraffin and ceresine, re- | 
| fined or mia~ i we it 3 
179 (2) | Vaseline, purified : 
| (a) In casks beast _— ae 32 
| (6) In tins and other small recept- 
| acles ee me ia ae SO 
179 (3) | Lubricating greases... ~ aaa 10 
each 
ex 085 | Watches with gold cases = sl 10 


Per 100 kilogs. 
633 | Perfumery and cosmetics : 
| (a) Non-aleoholic (grease paint, 
perfumed powder, hair oils, 
pomades, tooth pastes, fumigat- 
ing candles ) jee — -_ 40) 
(6) Containing alcohol ~_ 7 1500 
The duty on the following is reduced 
to the rate specified :— 
Notre.—2. Residues falling under 
No. 178 for further treatment by 
distilling or refining, also for use 
as fuel (by permission and under 
control) - sia i ee 0-5 


| 
| 


ex 178 








to 
eS) | 








ESTHONIA. 





CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 


As stated in the notice at page 214 of the issue of this 
* Journal” for 24th August, British goods of the kinds 
covered by Schedule ** A” to the recently ratified Com- 
mercial Convention between Esthonia and France will 
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benefit by the reductions of the Esthonian Customs duties 
prescribed for French goods by the Convention. 

In order to secure the admission of British goods at 
the reduced rates of duty it is necessary to comply with the 
conditions prescribed in the Convention. In particular, 
attention is directed to Article XI of the Convention, which 
deals with the requirement of certificates of origin for 
goods imported at the reduced rate. This Article is as 
follows : 


‘In order to reserve to the products originating in 
their respective countries the above mentioned benefits, 
and in order to prevent fraud resulting from a diversion 

_ of traffic, the High Contracting Parties require that the 


produce and manufactures imported into their territories 


shal! be accompanied by a certificate of origin certifying, 


in the case of natural products, that they originate in 
that country and, in the case of manufactured products, 
that the value of the original materials of that country 


and the cost of manufacture represent at least 50 per 
cent. of the value of the goods. 


Such certificates of origin may be issued either by 


the Ministry of Commerce or Agriculture or by Chambers 
of Commerce authorised to issue them, or by any other 
body or authority to which the country into which the 
goods are imported shall agree. These certificates must 
be legalised by Diplomatic or Consular representatives 
of the same country. 

‘“In eases where the sender might consider that, in 
spite of the certificate of origin which accompanies the 
goods, the origin might be disputed, he may supplement 
the certificate of origin by a certificate of verification 
made and signed at the same time as the certificate of 
origin by the certifier of that certificate, and by a technical 
expert appointed by the Diplomatic or Consular repre- 
sentative of the country to which the goods are dispatched. 
This expert may, for verification purposes, demand any 
kind of proof or information considered necessary. If 
the goods are accompanied by a certificate of verifica- 
tion they will only be submitted to expertise at the Custom 
House of import where fraud or substitution is presumed. 

‘* Certificates of origin are not required in the case of 
postal packages when in the opinion of the importing 
country the transaction is not of a commercial character.’ ’ 


[In connection with the second paragraph of this Article 
it should be noted that certificates of origin are not issued 
by the Board of Trade or the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and that British exporters desiring to obtain 
certificates of origin for their goods shipped to Esthonia 
should apply to the local Chamber of Commerce, whose 
certificates (if duly legalised by Esthonian Consuls in this 
country) will be accepted by the Esthonian Authorities 
as evidence of the origin of the goods. It should be noted 
that certificates of origin are only necessary in the case 
of goods enjoying reduced duties under Schedule A of the 
Convention ; particulars of the classes of goods covered 
by this Schedule may be obtained from the Tariff Section 
of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 
MODIFICATION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of 31st December contains 
a series of eight Presidential Decrees modifying the Customs 
duties on certain imported products, generally by way of a 
modification of the “ coefficient of increase"’ formerly appli- 
cable to the Customs duty on the product or the application 
of “ coefficients” to Customs duties for the first time. Full 
particulars of the various Decrees are given below. 

The duties on fine woollen hosiery piece-goods, a few 
chemicals, steel bars for making springs, sheet iron containing 
silicon, sheet tin, envelopes, note paper, etc., and a few other 
articles of minor importance, are imecreased ; but on the other 
hand the duties on several classes of goods are reduced. 
Among the goods benefiting by reduced duties may be 
mentioned unbleached cotton twills and drills, unbleached 
figured cottons; figured or sized cotton ribbons, insulating 
cloth of oiled silk, ferro-manganese and ferro-silicon, certain 
knitting machines (for making socks and stockings), plate 
glass, dextrine and some chemicals (chloride and sulphate of 
magnesium, lead acetate, chromates and bichromates of potash 
and soda). 

In so far as goods become subject to increased duties under 
these Decrees, it is provided that consignments may ke 
admitted at the lower rates previously in force if proved to 
have been dispatched direct to France prior to 3lst December. 





January 4, 1923. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





The first Decree provides for the following modification in 
the Schedule of “ coefficients of increase” :— 


Coefficient 

Tariff of increase. 
No. | Articles. —___—_- _——_—__—_— 
. Former. New, 


ex 26 Skins of grebes, with the feathers, prepared or r | 
mounted a 3 
ex 223 Tin, pure or alloyed, hammered or rolled in 
sheets or leaves, weighing : 
More than 750 gr. per square metre (“‘ Mini- 


mum’’ Tariff duty, 6 frs. per 100 kilogs.)... 2 
750 gr. or less per Square metre (“‘ Minimum’ 
Tariff duty, 15 frs. per 100 kilogs.) se 2 


O118 Oxides of cobalt, other than impure, including 
zatfre and smalt (‘‘ Minimum” Tariff duty, 
350 frs. per 100 kilogs.) ” — 4 
0119 Saltsof cobalt, hydrated (40 per cent. of W: iter a it 
least) (“‘Minimum”’ Tariff duty, 450 frs. per 
100 kilogs.) sa aie oan ian 4 
0120 Salts of cobalt, othe r(“ Minimum” Tariff duty 


925 frs. per 100 kilogs.) 4 
0137 | Chloride of magnesium ... (i { 
0139 Sulphate of magnesia D ‘ 
0227 Oxalic acid a a ie rae 2-5 3°6 
0228 Oxalates of potas sh (“Minimum” Tariff duty, 
124 frs. per 100 kilogs.) = " ; 3°38 
0229 | Oxalates of iron (‘Minimum ”’ Tariff duty, 25 
frs. per 100 kilogs.) ... 38 
ex 443 Woollen hosiery fabrics (in the pie ce), weighing 
per square metre 
Less than 100 grammes 3°] 376 
LOO- 150 grammes 3°] 3°6 
151-250 grammes 3°1 3°6 
251-400 grammes 3° 1 3°] 
401-550 grammes 3°] 3°] 
001-700 grammes ie baad sais 3° 1 2-8 
More than 700 grammes 3°] 2-8 
ex 461 | Machine-made paper or cardboard, other than 
fancy, weighing over 30 grammes per 
square metre, having received further working 
than cutting into reams or rolls (envelopes 
notepaper, lette 1 cards, copy books, school 
note books, ete. Sas or 3 Do 
€03 bis’ Shuttles for any kinds of we aving, finished or 
not l-s 1-6 
610 | Canes, rattans and reeds (pith of) lo ) 
610 bis | Rattans, spun 1-7 ? 


mr 


The Decree also fixes new ad valorem rates of duty (40 
per cent. under the “ General” Tariff and 10 per cent. under 
the “ Minimum ” Tariff) on cordmaking machines (meliers a 
tirettes) coming under Tariff No. 519 bis (“ Machines for 
making tulle, lace and guipure”), in place of the specific 
duties formerly leviable. The former duty under the 
‘Minimum” Tariff was 5 franes per 100 kilogs., with a 
‘* coefficient” of 5 

The second Decree provides for the following modifications 
of, and additions to, the schedule of “coefficients of 
increase ” :— 


( oefticient 


7 ariff | of Increase, 
Articles. 


| Former. New. 
SS ne ee ' | elated 
210 | Flat ‘sheet end plate | iron and steel (1): | 
Plain, not cut, or cut - “~« l-4 
Burnished, cut or not | 24 No 


Cold rolled, fire whitened or ' lue d, cut or not | change 


0212 | Cellulose acetate, in powder, and lumps, non- 


ylastic ... on ses ‘ete aw ha 1-8 ; 
0213 | Cellulose acetate, in plates, sheets, rods, tubes, 

ete, TT ees ses eos os ae 2°5 > 

ex 0230 | Citric acid, crystallised (‘“Minimum”’ Tariff 

duty, 50 frs. per 100 kilogs. ). 2°4 
0232 | Citrate of ammoniacal iron, of potas sh and of 

soda (“ Minimum” Tariffduty, 50 frs. per 100 | 

kilogs.) sen +e eee ; eee : ae | 


) (New ! Notr].—Sheets containing silicon are all subject 
my a “co- efficient * of 2°4. 


The Tecree further provides for the abrogation of the 
Decree of 29th March, 1922, which exempted from “ coeffiaient 
of increase” of Customs duty glass bobbins used in making 
artificial silk (ex Tariff No. 850)—see the issue of this 
“ Journal” of 18th April last, p. 406. Further, the provisions 
of the Decree of 7th October, 1921, exempting steel bars for 
making springs (Tariff No. 207) from the increase of ‘* General ” 
Customs duties, and from “ coefficients of increase,’ are to go 
out of force on Ist July next. 


The third Decree makes the following reductions in the 
‘coefficients of increase"’ applicable to the Customs duties 
on the products specified : 


Coefficient 
Tariff of Increase. 
No, Articles. — achat peasenseieeanneneeeaeD 
Former. New. 


ex 27 Floss ‘silk, combed 3°1 1-8 
ex 205 bis Ferro-manganese containing more than 25 per 
cent. and less than 90 per cent, of manganese ; 
ferro-silicon containing more than 5 per cent, 
and less than 20 per cent. of silicon ; silico- 
spiegel, rich, containing at least 20 per cent. 


of silicon and manganese 6°3 4°5 
Ferro-silicon containing at le ast 20 pe r cent. 
and less than 90 per cent. of silicon.. be ) 4 
0208 Acetate of lead ... side ue ad wie 5 4-1 
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Coefficient 
Tariff of Increase. 
No. Articles. — — 
Former. New. 
ex 30U Blacks produced by cak ining se shis t, peat and 
lignite ... ae | oe 3:8 3°4 
319 ter Dextrine and other products derived from 
fecule, from starches, or from other amyl- 


aceous substances, not specified : ys 5 
348 to348 Plate glass (even if bevelled, engrave od, cut, 
guater shaped, wired or opaque) having an area 
ot: 
Less than half a metre square ies 2°39 22 
Half a metre square. inclusive up to one 
square metre - | i $°D 2-9 
One square metre or more ; oe . +7 0rd } 
$21, 406 
bis an | Figured or sized cotton ribbons le ‘ j 3-6 
$117 
ex 604 Piccolos, flageolets and bagpipes with several 
keys, or annular system aaa kaa 54 3-4 
Clarions and military trumpets 2 4°] 
Cymbals ... ; 2-9 1-3 
ex 605 | Reeds for clarinets and saxophone 5 4°34 ‘-2 
Reeds for oboes, cors anglais, bassoons and 
Sarrusophones a me _ Jo 3 


The fourth Decree suppresses the “ coefficient of increase ” 
of 4 formerly applicable to the duty on bichromates and 
chromates of potassium and sodium, ard fixes the ‘General ' 
duty on these products at 40 frs. per 100 kilogs. plus 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. The “ Minimum” duty remains at 10 frs. 
per 100 kilogs., but, as stated, the “ coefficient of increase” of 
4, formerly ap plicable to that duty, is suppressed. 

The fifth Decree increases from 3 to 9 the “coefficient of 
increase ” applicable to the duty on vageline oils called “ Wat r 
white’ (ex Tariff No. 198). 

The sixth Decree reduces from 15 to 10 per cent. ad valorem 
the “ Minimum” Tariff duty on Circular knitting machines 
less than 20 cm. in diameter, weighing from 100 to 300 kilogs., 
intended for the manufacture of socks and stockings ‘ex No. 
519). The “ General” Tariff remains at 60 per cent. ad valorem, 
The Decree provides that such knitting machines, if of 
American origin, are to be admitted at “ Minimum ’ ‘Tariff 
rates 


ryy . " . . " . 
rhe seventh Decree provides for the following modifications 
of the schedule of * coethcients of increase ”’ 


Coefficient 


Tari of Increase. 
No. Articles - 
Former New, 
ex 4056is Bands of cotton, plain, for surgical dressing, 
unbleached 5 15 
ex ry, Velvets manufactured with unbleached, glazed 
ex 410 mercerised threads hd 1° i. 
ex 411 Tissues of cotton, plain, twilled, and drills 
manufactured with unbleached, glazed mer- 
cerised threads D bod 
ex 412 Figured or brillianted tissue ~ of cotton 
Manufactured with unbleached, glazed 
mercerised threads ~~ eu o bo 
Unbleached ” bo 
Unbleached, mercerised sia , 5 bo 


The eighth Deoree provides for the following modifications 
of the schedule of “ coefficients of increase” 


Coefficient 

T ariff ot lnecrease 
No. Articles, 

Former New 


ex l4l Cotton, carded, in sheets, gummed or not, and 
absorbent cotton, even impregnated, for 


pharmaceutical purposes sing oe 3 
ex 459 Insulating cloth of oiled silk for electrical 
purposes io 3:5 Ane 
7" 





GERMANY. 





MONOPOLY TAX ON IMPORTED SPIRITS. 

With reference to the notice at p. 568 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 16th November, respecting the 
German monopoly tax on imported spirits, it should be 
noted that the “Deutscher RKeichsanzeiger”’ for 2Ist 
December contains a Proclamation dated 20th December, 
which fixes the monopoly tax at the following rates as 
from 20th December 


Reduced Monopoly ‘Tax: 
(a) In cases where it is calculated on the 


alcoholic content 14,500 marks per hec- 


tolitre of alcohol. 
(b) In cases where it is calculated on the 


weight of the products : Marks per 100 kilogs. 


(1) Aleoholic products Swe we eee 8,700 
(2) Ether ... rad am 18,850 
(3) Products containing ether . zh 9,425 
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PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The ‘‘ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ for 29th December, 
1922, contains a Proclamation dated 28th December, 1922, 
which reduces to 178,400 per cent., for the period 3rd-9th 
January, 1923, the surtax or “‘agio”’ levied when the * gold”’ 
duties of the German Customs Tariff are paid in paper 
currency. 

[The surtax for the period up to 2nd January was 
186,900 per cent. ] 





ITALY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to previous notices under the above 
heading, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by 
telegraph, that the price fixed, for the first half of January, 
for certificates for the payment of Customs duties is 379 
lire per 100 lire gold, i.e., the surcharge when duties are 
paid in paper is 279 per cent. 

| Nore.—The price of certificates for the second half of 
December was 393 lire for 100 lire gold.] 





ee 


JAPAN. 
DUTY-iF REE IMPORT OF BEEF AND EGGS. 


With reference to the notice published at page 111 of the 
issue of this “Journal” for 26th January, 1922, respecting 
the duty-free importation of certain foodstuffs into Japan, 
it should be noted that H.M. Commercial Counsellor at 
Tokio reports that the suspension of the import duties on 
fresh beef and eggs is to remain in force until 3lst October 
next. 








MOROCCO (FRENCH ZONE). 
IMPORTATION OF POTATOES. 


The Moroccan “Bulletin Officiel” for 7th November 
contains a Dahir, dated 4th November, which provides 
that potatoes destined for consumption, imported into the 
French Zone of Morocco, shall in future be subject to the 
existing regulations respecting the importation of plants 
and parts of plants for propagation. These regulations 
provide that consignments may only be imported through 
ports open to commerce and through Oujda. Each lot 
must be accompanied by a certificate issued by the official 
phytopathological service of the country of origin. This 
certificate will not be required for consignments of potatoes 
for consumption which were actually in transit on the date 
of promulgation of the Dahir. 

| Nore.—-It is understood that the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries will be prepared to arrange, on application, 
for the examination and certification of anv consignments 
of potatoes grown in this country which are being exported 
to Morocco. | 





SPAIN. 
DEPRECIATED CURRENCY SURTAX. 


With reference to previous notices under the above 
heading, it should be noted that the ‘* Gaceta de Madrid ”’ 
for 3lst December contains a Royal Order, dated 30th 
December, which provide; that the ‘ coefficients’’ to be 
used, during the month of January, in ascertaining the 
‘‘ depreciated currency ’”’ surtax on imported goods, are to 
be applied on the basis of the following rates :— 


SRD cabncdddetabacerdentdavessevns 0°088 
UE eh ice deudtichseanicdecaanon 5°446 
EE CS ESR Sees Seep eE DD eee 0-009 
EPIL: wackinhiccewucsbadade 19-500 
ala Shdbccddukenbbsctsucdestcdeestce 28°092 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The ‘*Gaceta de Madrid’”’ for 3lst December 
Roya! Order, dated 30th December, 
of surcharge, for the month of 


contains a 
which fixes the rate 
January, in respect of 
etc., paid in 
of the Bank of Spain at 


import and export -duties, Customs fines, 
Spanish silver coins or notes 
23°79 per cent. 

[The surcharge for the month of December was 
per cent. ] 


26°18 

















Openings for British Trade. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 





COTTON PIECE-GOODS, LINENS AND SILKS.—A firm of 


old-established manufacturers’ agents, with offices and showrooms at 
Sydney and Melbourne, desire the representation, on a commission 
basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of ducks and drills (par- 
tic ularly shoe linings), table baizes, imitation leathers, flannelette, 
Italians, and the following dress materials—voiles, linens, organdies, 


ginghams, cambrics, zephyrs, sponge cloths and silk. A partner of 


the firm in question is at present in England and would personally 
visit manufacturers likely to be interested. (Reference No. 1.) 


BRITISH INDIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

DRY PAINT.—The High Commissioner for India is prepared to 

receive tenders for the supply of :— 
Paint, Gry, Service COLOUT .......00.05 cccccsscees Cwt. 586 

Forms of tender may be obtained from the Director-General, India 
Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 8. E. 1 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office not later than 2 o’clock 
p.m. on Friday, 19th January, 1923. 








CANADA. 


ELECTRICAL EQUIPM&¢NT.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Toronto, who claims the representation of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of wireless apparatus and speaking instruments of various 
kinds, is now on his way to this country with the view of securing 
the agency for Ontario, on a commission basis, of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of electrical lines which will not compete with his 
exist'ug principals’ products. (Reference No, 2.) 


/ 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER, 
The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 


Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, where full information may be 
obtained ; 
SILK AND WOOL HOSIERY.—A manufacturers’ agent in 


Toronto is seeking one or two good silk and wool hosiery manu- 
facturers open to appoint an agent in Eastern Canada. 

TEXTILES AND NOVELTIES. —A firm in Revina, Saskatchewan, 
asks ‘or an introduction to firms in Great Britain who are dealing 
in ladies’ cloths, cotton, silk, satins, and novelty goods. Quotations 
should be e.i.f. Canadian port. 

DRUGS AND GROCERY LINES.—A firm of brokers in the 
Maritime Provinces seek the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of drugs anl grocery lines, particularly package tea, 
pickles, and toilet, laundry and chip soaps. 


“_——_- 





NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
FORMER STATION EQUIPMENT.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner in Wellington reports that the Southland 
Electric Power Board are calling for tenders, to be presented on or 
before 31st January, 1923, for the supply, delivery c.i.f. duty-paid 
Bluff, and erection of outdoor transformer station equipment for the 
Monowai Hydro-Electriec Development Scheme. 

A copy of the specification, etc., can be seen at the Department o! 
Overseas Trade (Room 49), 85, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1 
(Reference D.O.T. 10084/E. D./E.C./2. ) 


OUTDOOR TRANS 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
ROLLING STOUK, RAILS, 


Cape Town wish to obtain the 
manufacturers of lines suitable 
rails, sleepers, varnish, paints, ete. (Reference No. 3.) 

MACHINERY AND RAW MATERIALS.—The same firm also 
desire to be placed in touch with manufacturers of machinery and 
raw materials for industry with a view to taking up their representa- 
tion. (Reference No. 4.) 

TEXTILES.—A firm of agents in Cape Town wish to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of Manchester goods (dress fabrics, 
household drapery, ete ), fancy woollen fabrics (ladies’ wear), silk 
piece-goods, Irish linen (piece and made-up goods), tweeds, gabardines 
and like woollens. (Reference No. 5.) 

HOSIERY, NDERWEAR, BLOUSE3, SKIRTS AND 
JUMPERS.—The same firm of agents wish to be placed in touch 
with manufacturers of men’s and women’s hosiery and underwear, 
blouses, skirts and jumpers in cotton and Jap silk (not crepe de chine 
or white voile), with a view to representing them. (Referenc: 
No. 6.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


EUROPE. 





‘agents resident in 
representation of United Kingdom 
for railways, such as rolling stock, 








DENMARK. 


CYCLE ACCESSORIES.—A firm of commission agents in Copen- 
hagen desire to secure the representation of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of cycle accessories, such as pedals, hubs, cranks, spokes, 
frames, gear cases, etc. (Refe rence No, 7.) 
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agencies in other goo ls, see reference 14. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





HOSIERY, GLOVES AND UNDERW EAR. —A commission agent 
in Copenhagen desires to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery, gloves and underwear. (Reference 


No, 8.) 





FRANCE. 

MARINE AUXILIARY MACHINERY AND FITTINGS.—A 
French firm of ship repairers, engine and boiler builders and repairers 
desire to obtain the sole manufacturing agencies in France of English 
patents.for marine auxiliary machinery and fittings, Correspondence 
may be in French or wae (Reference No. 9.) 

COFFEE, COCOA, GUM-ARABIC AND GUM-LAC.—An azent 
in Strasbourg, acting on a commission basis, is desirous of represent 
ing United Kingdom firms for the sale of coffee, cocoa, gum-arabic 
and gum lac. (Reference No. 10.) 





NETHERLANDS. 

HANDKERCHIEFS, HOSIERY AND UNDERWEAR, SHIRT- 
INGS AND TOILET ARTICLES.—An agent at Amsterdam 
desires to secure the representation of United Kingdom firms manufac- 
turing handkerchiefs, ladies’, gent.’s and children’s hosiery and under- 
wear, shirtings and toilet articles. (Reference No. 11.) 

LACE CURTAINS, HARDWARE, PAPERHANGERS’ AND 
UPHOLSTERERS’ REQUISITES. —A firm of agents in Rotterdam 
desire to obtain the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of lace curtains, hardware and all articles as used by paperhangers 
ind upholsterers. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 12.) 





NORWAY. 


WOOLLEN AND COTTON 
agent in Christiania desires to secure the 
Kingdom manufacturers of woollen and 
Reference No. 13 ) 


PIECE-GOODS A commission 
representation of United 
cotton piece-goods, 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 


CUTLERY, SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS AND PENS.—An 


avent in Sarajevo desires to o>tain the representation in Jugoslavia, 


on basis of salary or commission, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cutlery (partic larly pocket knive 3 and razors), surgical instruments 
and pens. Applicant also requires agencies for other goods, See 
reference 15. (Reference No. 14. 

TEXTILES, ETC.—An agent in Sarajevo desires to obtain the 
representation in Jugoslavia of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
silk (crepe de chine, ete ), cotton piece-goods, woollen suitings, 
, on salary or commission basis. The applicant also desires 


Reference No. 15. ) 


ge Jloshes 





SPAIN. 


TLN.—A firm of merchantsin Vigo is desirous of representing, on 
a commission basis, a United Kingdom firm exporting tin plate and 
so] lering tin. (Referen e No. 16.) 

FERTILISERS.—A commission agent o! 


Tortos., Spain, is 


desirous of securing the azen: ‘vy for a United Kingdom firm ex porting 


‘ 


sulphate of ammonia and nitrate of soda. (Reference No. 17.) 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE. —A Spanish business man of good 
repute in Barcelona, where he has considerable interests, is desirous 
of socuring United Kingdom agencies for merchandise in general, 
(Reference No. 18.) 

TEXTILES (CARPETS AND CURTAINS). —An agent in 
Barcelona is desirous of representing United Kingdom firms, on a 
commission basis, for the sale of carpets and curtains. (Reference 


No. 19.) 





SWITZERLAND. 

STATIONERY AND FANCY LEATHER GOODS.—A _ firm 
established in Neuchatel is desirous of securing the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of stationery and fancy leather goods. 
Correspon dei nce should be in French. (Reference No. 20.) 

COLONIAL PRODUCE AND HEAVY CHEMICALS —A firm 
in Basle is desirous of representing United Kingdom exporters of 
Colonial produce and heavy chemicals. (Reference No. 21 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, ercepl where otherwise stated. 


NEAR EAST. 








EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CANVAS BALING.—The Egyptian Was 
tenders for the supply of canvas baling. 

Tenders are due on 29th January, 1923, and will remain open for 
seven days. 

Further particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference Muh. 1923/3/9.) 

TWILL.—The Egyptian War Department invite 
supply of twill. 

Tenders are due on 24th January, 1923, and will remain open for 
seven days. 

Further particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian and Sudan Gov oromnents, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference Muh. 1923/3/1.) 


Department invite 


tenders for the 





een - 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





CALICO.-—The Egyptian War Department invite tenders for the 
fe of calico. 


enders are due on 29th January, 1923, and will remain open for 
15 days. 

Furtker particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Londen, 
S.W.1. (Reference Muh. 1923/3/4.) 

DOWLAS.—The Egyptian War Department invite tenders for the 
supply of canvas dowlas. 

Tenders are due on 22nd January, 1923, and will remain open for 
seven days. , 

Particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engincer, Egyptian 
and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, Ss. W. 1. 
(Reference Muh. 1923/32.) 

CANVAS STIFFENING.—The Egyptian War Department invite 
tenders for the supply of canvas stiffening. 

Tenders are due on 26th January, 1923, and will 
seven days. 

Particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian 
and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 8. W. 1. 
(Reference Muh. 1923/3/6.) 

BINDING AND PRINTING MATERIAL.—The 
mercial Agent for Egypt reports that the Government Tress, Cairo, 
invite tenders for the supply of binding and printing material 
required for the year 1925-24. 

Tenders will be received by the Superintendent, Government 
Press, Bulag, Cairo, up to noon on 21st January, 1923, and will 
remain in force for 20 days from that dete. A tender deposit, Ol 
letter of guarantee, is required, Local representation is essential, 
To United Kingdom firms unrepresented there the Department of 
Overseas Trade will be pleased to give the names of firms in this 
country with branches in Egypt who may be prepared to handl 
tenders on behalf of third parties. 

A set of the documents relating to this contract, as well as samples 
of binding materials, can be seen by United Kingdom firms interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 45). 365, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. An additional set of the docu 
ments is available for loan, in order of application, to those firms 
who are unable to inspect them in London. (Reference D.O.T 


9655/ F. KE, /T.A Ie ) 


remain open for 


British Com- 





TURKEY 

COTTON CLOTH, READY-MADE CLOTHING, HOSIERY, 
ETC.—A commission agent in Constantinople desires to negotiate lor 
avencies of United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton cloth, ready 
made clothing, hosiery, also any important lines of general 1 ature 
with view to possibilit} of trade at later date. (Reference No. 22. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the penne 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


AFRICA. 


——--_ oe 





TUNIS. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of ec 
in Tunis, with branches at Sousse and Sfax, desire to purchase and 
to act as agents for all United Kingdom goods. They are also inte 
rested in the exportation of Tunisian produc ts. Reference No. ° 


I 
Applications for name and address must besent to the Department 


of Overseas Trade, ercept where otherwise stated, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


GENERAL AGENCIES, BUILDERS HARDWARE, AUTO 
MOBILE ACCESSORIES, ETC,—A British subject, with many 
years’ experience in the United States of America, is re-commencins 
business in Philadelphia, and desires to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers. Previous experience has been in the leather 
trade and in refractory materials, but suggestions for new lines are 
builders’ hardware, automobile and any other class of 
goods not demanding special technical qualitications. The agent in 
question is now in England and would be glad to interview firms 
contemplating agency arrangements for the United States. (Refer 
ence No. 24.) 

Applications for name and address must be sent to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


mmission agents 





ACCeSSO! ies 





MEXICO. 

CHEMICALS. —A merchant of Mexico City is desirous of securing 
the agencies for United Kingdom firms exporting chemicals (with thy 
exception of alkalis). (Reference No. 25.) 


URUGUAY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


16,000 METRES OF COLOURED CORDS FOR INTERNAL 
WIRING.—The British Vice-Consul at Montevideo reports that th 
State Electricity Supply Works of Montevideo are calling for tende: 
for 16,000 metres of coloured cords for internal wiring. 

Sealed tenders will be received in the offices of the State 
Electricity Supply Works up to 10.30 a.m. on 15th February, 192%. 

Further particulars can be obtained by United Kingdom firms 
interested on ap ‘plication to the Depart ment of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O,T-. 7249/F.L. 


C./B./2.) 
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27,750 METRES OF V.I.R. LEAD-COVERED CABLE.—The 
sritish Vice-Consul at Montevideo reports that the State Electricity 
Supply Works at Montevideo are calling for tenders for 27,750 metres 
of 225 volt V.1I.R. lead-covered cable. 

Sealed tenders will be received in the offices of the State Electricity 
Supply Works up to 10.30 a.m. on 9th February, 19253. 

Further particulars can be obtained by United Kingdom firms on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 7249/F.L./E.C./A./2.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


SPECIAL REGISTER SERVICE, 


The following commercial information as to openings for the sale of 
sritish and Irish goods in overseas markets and other connected 
matters has been distributed during the period 19th December to 
Ist January inclusive by the Department of Overseas Trade through 
its ‘‘ Special Register” service. Firms on the Special Register of the 
Department of Overseas Trade desiring to obtain copies of any of the 
circular letters appearing in this list should apply to the Department, 
quoting the reference numbers in each case. Firms not on the 
Register can obtain from the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1, full particulars of this service and form of appli- 
cation for registration :— 
Australia. —Two 60 h.p. electric motors—Tenders invited. (10184/ 


E. D./E.C./B.) 
Low tension switchgear—Tenders invited. (10184/E.D./E.C./ 


A.) 
Agricultural tractor trials results. (7835/E.D./E.C./(A).) 
Canala.—Gasworks plant and equipment—Possible opening 
(10206/E. D./E.C.) 
Steam turbo alternators, condensers and accessories—Tenders 
invited. (8705/E.D./E.C./(A).) 
Sodium sulphate—Quotations desired. (10174/E.D./C.C.) 
Cotton gauze for surgical dressings—Quotations desired. 
(10211/E. D./T.C.) 
Farm tractors, stationary engines and cream separators— 
Trade prospects. (4526/T.E./E.C.) 
India. — Regulations governing use of motor omnibuses in Baluchistan. 
(10248;E. D./E.C.) 
New Zcaland.—Motor-driven centrifugal pump—Tenders invited. 
(10150/E. D./E.C./(A).) 
Outdoor transformer station equipment—Tenders invited. 
(10084/E. D./E.C.) 
Porcelain insulators—Tenders invited. (10267/E.D./E.C.) 
Carriage bolts and nuts—Tenders invited. (10269/E.D./E.C.) 
South Africa.—Road scarifier—Tenders invited (10227/E.D /E.C.) 
Cast iron automatic sewer flushing syphons—Tenders invited, 
(10225/E. D./E.C.) 
Electric lighting plant—Tenders invited. 
Electric lighting plant extension—Tenders invited. 
K.D./E.C.) 
Sanitary appliance catalogues required, 
Belgium.—Rotary converter group of 800 k.w. 
(17919/F.W./E.C.) 
Denmark.—Constructional iron and steel trade. (803/14/F.G./E.C. ) 
Two rotary converters of 1,000 k.w.—Tenders invited. (6739/ 
F.R./E.C.) 
France.— Wire ropes—Trade prospects. (673/8/F.G./E.C.) 
Roumania.-—Mercerised yarns, Nos. 60-120, for the manufacture of 
hosiery, etc. Quotations desired. (9598/F.E./T.C.) 
Russia,-—Export of flax. (4442/F.R /T.C./B.) 
Spain.-- Railway construction—Tenders invited. (6103/33 F.L./E.C.) 
Street cleaning apparatus—Tenders invited. (6103/39/F.L./ 
E.C.) 
Switzerland.—Rubber trade. (17653/F. W./C.C.) 
Cycles and motor cycles—Catalogues and price lists desired. 
(17850/F. W./E.C.) 
Eqgupt.—Coloured string—Tenders invited, (9569/F.E./T.C.) 
Persia,— Market for motor aceessories. (7720/F.B./E.C ) 
Japan. —Manufacture of tinplates. (9636/F.E./KE.C.) 
United States of Amcrica.—White and coloured tiles (wall, wainscot, 
etc. )—Quotations desired. (17824/F.W./M.C.) 
Argentina.—Druggists’ sundries, hospital furniture, surgical instru- 
ments—Commission agents’ services offered. (6920/F.L./C.C.) 
Brazii.—Electric cranes-—Tenders invited. (7117/F.L./E.C./C.) 
Skeleton iron warehouses — Tenders invited, (7117/F.L./ 
E.C. (D).) 
Chile.—¥iles—Tenders invited. 
Cuba.— Relay rails for sugar plantations. 








(10228/E.D./E.C.) 
(9729/ 


(967 4/E.D./M.C.) 


Tenders invited. 


(17984/F. W./E.C.) 
(7232/F. L./E.C.) 


Uruguay.—V.1.R. lead-covered cable — Tenders invited. (7249/ 
F. L./E.C./(A).) 
Coloured cords for internal wiring—Tenders invited. (7249/ 


F.L./E.C./(B).) 
[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 


—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the foregoing notices of 
‘Openings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1.] 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT SECTION. 








REGULATION REGARDING THE IMPORT 

INTO GREAT BRITAIN OF FIREARMS AND 

AMMUNITION BY OFFICERS IN GOVERN- 
MENT SERVICE ABROAD. 


An officer in Government service abroad is not allowed 
to import any firearms or ammunition (other than smooth- 
boreshot-guns and ammunition therefor) save under a licence 
issued by the Board of Trade. A firearms certificate is 
required for the possession of firearms or ammunition 
(other than smooth-bore shot-guns and ammunition 
therefor) in this country, and no export licence will be 
granted without the production of such a firearms certifi- 
cate. An import licence may be granted by the Board of 
Trade without the production of a firearms certificate upon 
the production of a certificate signed by a magistrate, 
commissioner, resident, or other official exercising magis- 
terial functions and so described in the certificate 
certifying :— 

(a) that the applicant for the import licence is in the 
service of a Colonial Government ; 

(6) that the arms in respect of which he applies are 
his own property ; and 

(c) that the authority signing the certificate is not 
aware of any reason why the applicant should 
not be allowed to import firearms and ammuni- 
tion into Great Britain. 


A covering letter will be sent with any import licence 
granted in these circumstances warning the importer that 
unless a firearms certificate is obtained from the Police 
without delay, the possessor in this country of firearms and 
ammunition subject to the provisions of the Firearms Act, 
1920, will be liable to prosecution, 





OF EXPORT PROHIBITED GOODS: 
Isr JANUARY, 1923. 

(This List cancels all similar Lists issued prior to the above 

date.) 


The following isa list of goods the export of which from 
the United Kingdom is prohibited save under licence. 

Applications for licences to export prohibited goods 
(other than dangerous drugs) should be addressed to the 
Director, Lmports and Exports Licensing Section, Board of 
Trade, Great George Street, 5.W.1. Applications for 
licences to export dangerous drugs should be addressed to 
the Under Secretary of State, Home Office, Whitehall, 
S.W. 1. 


Arms and ammunition (see specific headings). 

Bombs, bombing apparatus, and component parts thereof. 

Bullion (see Gold), 

Cannon and other ordnance, and component parts thereof. 

Carriiges and mountings for cannon, and other ordnance, and 
component parts thereof. 

Cartridges, charges of all kinds, and component parts thereof 
(see, however, following notice). 

*Cocaine and salts thereof, and any substance containing not less 
than 0°1 per cent. of cocaine. 

Coin (see Gold ; Silver), 

Depth charges, and component parts thereof. 

*Diamorphine and salts thereof, and any substance containing 
not less than 0°1 per cent. of diamorphine. 

*“Ecgonine and salts thereof, and any substance containing 
not less than 0°1 per cent. of ecgonine. 

Explosives, except the following :—Amorces, blasting gelatine, 
hbonbons, detonators, dynamite, electric detonators, | fire- 
works, fog signals, gelatine dynamite, gelignite, monobel, 
rex powder, rockite, safety fuses, supercliffite No. 1, super- 
cliffite No, 2, super-rippite, tonite or cotton powder No. 1, 
viking powder. 

Firearms and component parts thereof (see, however, following 
notice). 

Flame-throwers and component parts thereof. 

Fuses (other than safety fuses) and component parts thereof, 

Gold, coin, and bullion. 

Grenades and component parts thereof. 

(;uns (see cannon, firearms, machine-guns). 

Heroin (see Diamorphine). 

Machine-guns, interrupter gears, mountings for machine guns, 
and component parts thereof, 

Mines, land or sea, and component parts thereof. 


LIST 


* The export of dangerous drugs is regulated by the Home Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. All communications respecting these drugs 
should be addressed to that Department. 


JANUARY 4, 1923. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—C ontinued. 





*Morphine and salts thereof, and any substance containing not 
less than 0°2 per cent. of morphine. 
“Opium and any preparation thereof containing not less than 
0°2 per cent. of morphine, or 0°1 per cent. of diamorphine, 
Ordnance (see Cannon ; Carriages). 
Pistols (see Firearms). 
Projectiles of all kinds (except airgun pellets) and component 
parts thereof. 
Revolvers (see Firearms). 
Rifles (see Firearms). 
Silver coin. 
Torpedoes and component parts thereof. 
Torpedo tubes, or other ajparatus for discharging torpedoes, 
The export of dangerous drugs is regulated by the Home Office » 
Whitehall, S.W.1. All communications respecting these drugs 
should be addressed to that Department. 


OPEN GENERAL LICENCE FOR THE 
EXPORT OF SMOOTH-BORE GUNS AND 
MUNITIONS FOR USE THEREWITH. 

An Open General Licence has been issued for the export 
of smooth-bore shot-guns and munitions for use therewith, 
to all destinations excepting destinations included in the 





following prohibited areas : 

(1) The whole of the Continent of Africa, with the ex” 
ception of Algeria, Libya, and the Union of South Africa: 
(Within this area are included all islands situated within 
a hundred nautical miles of the coast, together with 
Prince’s Island, St. Thomas Island, and the Islands of 
Annobon and Socotra. ) 

(2) Transcaucasia, Persia, Gwadar, the Arabian Penin- 
sula, and such Continental parts of Asia as were included 
in the Turkish Empire on 4th August, 1914. 

(3) A maritime zone including the Red Sea, the Gulf of 
Aden, the Persian Gulf, and the Sea of Oman, and 
bounded by a line drawn from Cape Guardaful, following 
the latitude of that Cape to its intersection with longitude 
57 deg. east of Greenwich, and proceeding thence direct 
to the Eastern frontier of Persia and the Gulf of Oman. 


GENERAL LICENCE FOR THE 
OF CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL 
EXPLOSIVES. 
An Open General Licence has been issued permitting the 
export to all destinations of : 
Dynobel. 


Samsonite. 
Thames Powder. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-Section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918 
(7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules 
and Orders No. 263 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), 
that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act 
have been granted by the Board of Trade to the under- 
mentioned companies, firms or individuals ; 





OPEN 
EXPORT 





Baerlein and Sons. Limited, 12, Blackfriars Street. 
Manchester. 
Fuerst Bros. and Company, Limited, 17, Philpot Lane, 


London, E.C. 3. 


SHIPPING CASUALITIES: REPORTS OF 
FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


The Board of Trade hereby give notice under the General 
Rules for Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties 
and Appeals and Rehearings, 1907, that they have received 
during the month of December, 1922, the following Reports 
of Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties held by 
Courts in British Self-Governing Dominions, Crown Colonies 


and Possessions abroad : 





l. s.s. “* Calgarolite ’’ and s.s. °° Frontenac - 
2. s.s. *° Rona.”’ 
3. s.s. °° Wairua ‘and 


of launch ‘** Molly.” 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919: LICENCES OF RIGHT 

Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 

of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents 


Barquentine ** Laura’ in tow 
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were indorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right’? on the 28th day of 
December, 1922 :—- 





No. and Year 


of Patent. 


9609/11 


2002/13 
(Patent of 
Addition). 

103,696 
1926, 16) 

109,814 
(13487/17) 


119,219 
(1467/18) 


119,647 
(1466/18) 
122,172 


(21533 /18) 


127,549 


(15756. 18) 


131.289 
(19388. 10) 


136,834 
(31689 10) 


136,833 
(31688, 19) 


128,805 
(15764 138) 
(Patent of 
Addition). 

158,282 
(395/19) 
(Patent of 
Addition). 


Grantee, 


Chimiques 


| Soc. Industrielle 
de Products 


‘Improvements in the 


“ The 


“An improved 


“An improved 
‘ Improved 
‘Process for 
‘ Improved 


: Improv ed 


‘Improvements in the 


Title. 


‘* Improvements in and relating to the 


manufacture of sulphate of ammon- 
ium.,”’ 


‘improvements in and relating to the 


manufacture of sulphate of am- 
monium.”’ 

manufacture 
of chromates.”’ 
manutacture otf 
bonate and ammonium 


from bisulphate of soda.”’ 


sodium car- 
sulphate 


‘An improved process for transform- 


ing sodium monochromate § into 


bichromate.”’ 

process for isolating 
or purifying alkali chromates.”’ 
process for trans- 
forming alkaline monochromates 
into bichromates.”’ 

process for recovering 
ammonia from coke oven and like 
gases,”’ 

transforming sodium 
monochromate into bichromate or 
chromic acid.” 

process for recovering 
ammonia from coke oven and like 
gases.”’ 

process for recovering 
ammonium and sodium = sulphate 
from coke oven and like gases by the 
use of bisulphate of sodium.”’ 


‘Improvements in the separation ot 


the double salt sodium ammonium 
sulphate into sodium sulphate and 


ammonium sulphat 
separation of 


sodium sulphate and ammonium 
sulphate from the double salt sodium 
ammonium sulphate.” 


138,111 | ‘An improved process for isolating or 
(1097/20) purifying alkali chromates.” 
101,412 tennertfelt, | | ‘* Electric furnace.” 


(12396 16) 
105,833 
(9558 16) 


Hyatt, J. W. 


“Improvements in 


Sugar cane and 


similar mills.”’ 


117,088 Wily, J. H. | ‘* Improvements in gas cannons.” 
(1075/17) | 
122,176 Haller, H. K.,and | “‘Improvements in and connected 
(21899, 18) anr. | with means for printing addresses 
on telegrams, letters and the like.”’ 
131,234 Marks, E. C, ‘Improvements in and relating to 


(3350 19) 


(Truscon Steel Co.) 


metallic frameworks for window 


sashes and the like 


157,139 “Improvements in metal building 
(1005 21) construction.” ; 
157,140 | ‘Improvements in metal building 


(1006;21) 
(Patent of 
Addition) 


- Truscon Ste | + 


construction. — 


157,141 ‘Improvements in and relating to 
(LOO7 21) roof construction for buildings.” 
145,756 ‘Improvements in motor vehicles.” 

(18098 20) >Kelsey, ©. W. 
145,797 ‘Improvements in rear axle con- 
(18000/20) | struction for motor vehicles,” 
146,771 Osius, I. J. ‘Improvements in motor attachments 


(27769 /19) 


for sewing and like machines.”’ 


171,203 Baille-Barrelle, A, ‘ Process for the manufacture of cok 
(24270, 20) for metallurgical purposes.” 
179,390 Wade Hl. (Kren ‘Improvements in lace braiding 


(1688 22) 


ler G., Firm of) 


The Patent Office. 


machines,.”’ 


W. TEMPLE FRANKS, 
Com ptroller-General. 





Re 


Commercial Returns. 
CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 


of Corn 


Returns 





in the week ended 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 


30th December, 1922, 


Average Price. 





W heat. Barley. Oats. 
s. d., a €& a 4. 
Week ended 30th December, 1922, 40 7 33 11 26 § 
Corresponding week in— 
1913 __—=sa«.. oes 30 11 25 11 18 4 
1914... on eee 16 2 29 7 26 5 
1915... oes oes 55 § 17 8 31 65 
1916... eee oes eee i6 0 66 4 17 
1917... oes one ad 4 2 58 0 45 5 
1918... oes oes cf @2 2 62 3 48 8 
1919... oes — -_ 72 7 107 (1 57 8 
1920... eee one oes 84 1] 73° «CO 41 5 
1921 ... -_ ne a 44 7 45 7 28 1 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns 
in any other mvasure than the imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed 
measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the imperial bushel, and 
in the case of weight or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the 
rate of sixty imperial pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel 


of oats. 
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